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HAPPY HOLIDAYS FROM THE MDUSBC

On behalf of the Board of Directors, Officers, volunteers and Office Staff of the Metro Detroit USBC Association, I would like to extend holiday greetings to all of you. This is the time of year when we all enjoy family related activities, while celebrating the holidays in our own way. I hope that this holiday season is a joyful one for you and your family.

ANNUAL MEETING SET

The annual meeting of the Metro Detroit USBC will be held on Sunday, Jan. 13 at 6 p.m. at the Sunnybrook Lanes in Sterling Heights.

All members of the Metro Detroit USBC Association are eligible to attend the meeting. All adults and youth over the age of 14 are eligible to vote.

On the agenda are reports on the progress the MDUSBC has made during the previous year, electing president, electing five adult members of the board, electing the youth committee and electing state delegates to the respective state meetings.

Anyone desiring to run for any of the positions should visit www.mdusbc.com to obtain an application to be forwarded to the nominating committee. You can also call the MDUSBC office for an application.

MASTERS ENTRY BLANKS ARE OUT

Entry blanks for the MDUSBC Masters and the MDUSBC Senior Masters tournaments have been mailed to all of last year's entrants. The entry blanks are now available to the general public.

Sponsors of the events are Turbo 2-N-1 Grips, Red Robins Restaurants of Michigan and Ansara’s Big Boy Restaurants. Additionally Eastown Printing sponsors the Senior Masters.

The Masters will be held at Cloverlanes in Livonia, located at 28900 Schoolcraft Rd. The date for qualifying is Jan. 19 with match play on Jan. 20 & 26. 

The entry fee is $140 with a first prize of $4,000 and second of $2,000. Jeff Austreng of Waterford Township is the defending champion.

The lane condition is once again expected to challenge the bowler's ability, as it has in the past three years. Bowlers entering should expect that a premium will be placed on making good shots to prevail.

The field will be limited to the first 160 entries so it is critical for returning entrants to send their entry fee and blank in as soon as it is received. 

The Senior Masters will be held at Mayflower Lanes in Redford, located at 26600 Plymouth Rd. The date for qualifying is Feb. 9 with match play on Feb. 10 & 16.

Lee Snow of Wixom is the defending champion. The entry fee is $100 with a first prize of $1,500 and a second of $1,000 based on 120 entries.

The format for both events have been modified. Qualifying will now be six games in one-day with both squads on fresh lane dressing. Match play on Sunday will cut the field to the top eight players (four in the winner’s bracket and four in the loser’s bracket) who will return the following Saturday to complete the competition.

HELP OUT THE ASSOCIATION

The MDUSBC has signed on for a couple of programs that will generate non-dues related income to the association and we need your help.

If you are going to do any traveling why not use www.mdusbctravel.com when checking into air fares or hotel rates? Simply use this site as one of your possible searches and if it makes sense to book this way MDUSBC will receive 40 percent of the travel commissions on your trip. This is available as a link from www.mdusbc.com also.

Also on www.mdusbc.com is an opportunity to sign up for a Discover Card and MDUSBC will benefit. Many of us have credit cards, but sometimes we’re looking for another. If that situation fits yours consider signing up for the Discover Card through www.mdusbc.com.
Finally as the year comes to a close if you’ve got an old vehicle that you are going to donate to a charity why not consider Charity Motors. Since MDUSBC is a 501(c)3 corporation a portion of the proceeds from the sale of your donated car would come back to the MDUSBC in the form of a check.
MDUSBC is always looking for ways to raise non-dues related income to keep the costs down to the member and with your help we can increase that income.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

The Metro Detroit USBC Association is looking for volunteers to serve as association representatives and tournament/event workers.

Association representatives would be the personal liaison between the MDUSBC and each individual bowling center. Duties would include visiting each league at least three times per season and making award presentations. Each bowling center would have at least one and as many as six association representatives depending on the size of the center.

Tournament/event workers would be selected to assist at the many tournaments and events organized by the association.

The MDUSBC needs you to continue to make this association the best of the USBC. To volunteer e-mail Kathy at the MDUSBC office at kathy@mdusbc.com or call 248.443.2695 ext. 104.

AVERAGES ON MEMBERSHIP CARDS

We’ve received several calls from members this fall about the absence of averages on the USBC membership cards.

As a result of mailing the membership cards using USBC’s non-profit status and sending the membership packages using standard business mail rather than presort first class, the averages had to be removed to qualify.

United States Postal Service regulations require that standard business mail be identical in content except for the information required to get the mail to the end user. This means that the only information that can be different is the name, address and id#.

Using non-profit standard business mail rather than presort first class saved several hundred thousands of dollars in postage costs.

Since standard business mail is subject to inspection, if the average were to have been included in the mailing and upon inspection by the Postal Service discovered, USBC would have lost their privilege to mail at non-profit rates. 

As a result of the above decision bowl.com has been significantly revised giving members the opportunity to reprint their membership card, print averages or print a full profile. For tournament bowlers it would be advisable to print their average report and keep with their bowling equipment for reference.

