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ANNUAL MEETING SET

The annual meeting of the Metro Detroit USBC was held on Sunday, Jan. 14.

Reports were given by President Libbi Fletcher outlining the progress the association has made during the first year; Association Manager Mark Martin reporting statistics; Vice-President Gerald DeRuiter with the financial report; Scott McLeod reporting on tournaments; and Aileen Hnidy with Youth Committee activities.

While all members of the association were invited to attend the meeting, the actual attendance was quite light. The meeting only lasted two hours and 20 minutes, a stark difference from the four hours and 48 minute meeting in 2006.

After the business portion of the meeting was concluded elections were held for Vice-President, five adult directors, 10 members of the Youth Committee, delegates to the various state meetings and delegates to the USBC Convention.
Gerald DeRuiter was re-elected as Vice-President. Scott McLeod, Mike DeRousie, Tony Zainea and Doug Moye were re-elected at adult directors and joined by newcomer to the board John Vorpagel. 

Anita Maiorana, Laura Dembek, Libbi Fletcher, Ann Block, Pat Klix, Aileen Hnidy, Evelyn Lindsey and Liz Ketterman were elected as delegates to the Michigan State WBA Annual Meeting. Rose Marsh was elected as an alternate.

Roy Biggs, Gerald DeRuiter, Libbi Fletcher, Scott McLeod and Doug Moye were elected to represent the MDUSBC at the Michigan State BA meeting.
Matt Black, Laura Dembek, Jeremy Dixson, Ryan Fuller and Randy Tambourine were elected as delegates to the Michigan State Youth meeting.

The MDUSBC is entitled to 83 delegates to the USBC Convention. At the meeting 27 were elected to represent the association and the president was empowered to appoint additional eligible delegates.

The delegates elected were Mickey Biggs, Roy Biggs, Matt Black, Ann Block, Joe Chambers, John Davis Jr., Laura Dembek, Mike DeRousie, Debra Dickerson, Darren Dupuy, Eric Fisher, Libbi Fletcher, Celeste Forsythe, Aileen Hnidy, Mark Hurttgam, Pat Klix, Anita Maiorana, Diane Maluzhinsky, Mark Martin, Tom McKay, Scott McLeod, Doug Moye, Hubert Sawyers, Rosie Sawyers, Dorothy Thompson, John Vorpagel and Tony Zainea.
The minutes of the annual meeting along with all board and committee minutes are posted on www.mdusbc.com
DECEMBER 31ST SHEETS

It is critical that league secretaries return the December 31st average sheets for adult leagues and December 1st average sheets for youth leagues to the MDUSBC office. This information is used when verifying the results of the various MDUSBC tournaments. If you haven't sent it in yet simply mail or fax the form to us. The fax number is (248) 443-2690.

Along with the December sheets a list of bowlers registered in their league who had not paid their sanction fees in any league according to our records.

While many of these have been resolved some are still lingering. There are many reasons why this situation may have occurred. 

One reason could be a lack of linking two bowlers with similar names together. One card may have been received with a first name of Charles, while the other may be Chuck or some other name the bowler goes by. Remember the Metro Detroit USBC Association database has 362,353 names in it, so sometimes it is difficult for us to figure it out.

It also causes us extreme difficulty when the December 31st sheet comes in with added bowlers and no application cards for the bowler. Many times they only come in with a first initial and last name. Do you know how many J. Smith's there are in the MDUSBC? Believe it or not there are 333 of them.

League secretaries when you get this letter about the bowlers get the information requested and mail or fax it back to us. We want to make sure everyone is accounted for.

MEMBER APPRECIATION CARDS

The Metro Detroit USBC Association is selling Member Appreciation Cards for $5. This entitles the bearer discounts at a number of national chain merchants in the local area.

The offers include Valvoline Instant Oil Change $4 off; Dunham’s 10% off on non-sale purchases; Domino’s Pizza buy large 2 topping pizza, get 1 medium pizza free; Dunkin Donuts $1 off dozen donuts or 50 munchkins; Jet’s Pizza 1 large pizza at regular price, free small Jet bread; White Castle 99 cent breakfast special and 12 oz. coffee or buy 10 White Castles, get 20 oz drink; Baskin-Robbins $2 off ice cream cake; Hertz 5-20 % off select car rental; Grondins Hair Center $2 off any service; Texas Roadhouse free blossom or cheese fries with purchase of 2 entrees; Ponderosa Steakhouse 10% off regular prices; Fantastic Sams $1 off any haircut; One Hour Martinizing $1 off each dryclean item; Boston Market $1 off individual meal $2 off $10 purchase.

Why not support your local association with the purchase of one of these cards? In fact why not buy several and give as gifts. Contact the MDUSBC office at (888) 753-6350.

MDUSBC MASTERS

The Metro Detroit USBC Association Masters Tournament is scheduled for Thunderbowl Lanes in Allen Park with qualifying set to begin on Saturday, Jan. 20.

Qualifying will be conducted in two squads on Jan. 20 with the bowlers returning on Sunday to complete the eight games. Those bowlers who bowl the first shift on Saturday will bowl the second shift on Sunday and vice-versa.

After qualifying is complete the field of 160 will be cut to the top 31 players plus defending champion David Ewald of Macomb Township and return for double elimination match play beginning Saturday, Jan. 27. Matches consist of three games total pins.

First place will pay $3,000 with $1,500 for runner-up.

Bowlers can expect to face a challenging lane condition, which places a premium on their skill as bowlers. The lane pattern this year will be the Viper pattern, which is a recognized Sport Bowling event by the United States Bowling Congress.

Former champions entered are Jeffrey Austreng of Waterford Township (2005), Joe Krajenke of Clinton Township (1999), Ken Lang of Eastpointe (1987), Mark Moore of Macomb (2001, 2003 and 2004) and Dave Tulak of Taylor (1988). The other notable is Roy Biggs of Canton, the defending Senior Masters champion.

For a complete listing of entrants visit www.mdusbc.com under tournaments. Qualifying results will be updated on the website after each day of competition. The graph of the lane pattern is also available on the website.

There are still openings for the event. The cost is $120

Thunderbowl Lanes is located at 4200 Allen Rd. in Allen Park, telephone (313) 928-4688.

Turbo 2-N-1 Grips, Red Robin Restaurants of Michigan and Ansara's Big Boy Restaurants are co-sponsors of the MDUSBC Masters.

The MDUSBC Masters Tournament is an USBC certified event operated by the Metro Detroit USBC Association, the largest local association of the United States Bowling Congress with more than 80,000 members.

The Senior Masters will be held at Airway Lanes in Waterford Township, located at 4825 Highland Rd. The dates for qualifying are Feb. 10-11 with match play the following weekend.

Roy Biggs of Canton is the defending champion. The entry fee is $100 with a first prize of $1,500 and a second of $1,000 based on 120 entries.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

The Metro Detroit USBC Association is looking for volunteers to serve as association representatives and tournament/event workers.

Association representatives would be the personal liaison between the MDUSBC and each individual bowling center. Duties would include visiting each league at least three times per season and making award presentations. Each bowling center would have at least one and as many as six association representatives depending on the size of the center.

Tournament/event workers would be selected to assist at the many tournaments and events organized by the association.

The MDUSBC needs you to continue to make this association the best of the USBC. To volunteer e-mail Kathy at the MDUSBC office at kathy@mdusbc.com or call 248.443.2695 ext. 104.

