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TOURNAMENTS KICKED OFF

The Metro Detroit USBC Association opened the Women’s and Open Championships on Sat. March 23 at Shore Lanes and Century Bowl respectively.

The Women’s Championship runs Saturdays and  Sundays with squad times at 9 a.m. and 1 p.m.

The Open Championship runs Saturdays and Sundays with squad times at 9 a.m. and 12:30 p.m.

All events, team, doubles and singles, for both tournaments will be contested at the same respective site. Handicap is based on 90 percent from 230. Squad organizers of 10 or more teams are eligible for $10 per team organized. Spots can be paid for by check made out to MDUSBC, VISA or MasterCard. The prize ratio will be at least 1 in 10 entries. 

For the Women’s Championship there are three average divisions (149 and under, 150-169 average and 170 average an up). The cost is $20 per person per event and a $2 all-events fee. The Women’s Championship is open to all female members of the MDUSBC who bowled at least 21 games in the 2005-06 season in the Detroit Women’s Bowling Association, Pontiac Women’s Bowling Association, Greater Detroit Bowling Association or Greater Detroit Youth Association or have 21 games or more in the current season in MDUSBC as of the time of bowling.

For the Open Championship the cost is $25 per person per event and a $10 all-events fee. The Open Championship is open to all members of the MDUSBC who bowled at least 21 games in the 2005-06 season in the Detroit Women’s Bowling Association, Pontiac Women’s Bowling Association, Greater Detroit Bowling Association or Greater Detroit Youth Association or have 21 games or more in the current season in MDUSBC as of the time of bowling.

In the Open Championship bowlers can bowl as many times as they wish in the team event. They can even bowl with the same exact lineup twice, but only cash once with that lineup. To bowl other times a team can compete by changing two bowlers. However in doubles and singles events a bowler can only compete once.

USBC CONVENTION

The United States Bowling Congress convention is taking place this week (March 28-31) in Nashville, Tenn. There are several rule changes and bylaw changes being considered by the delegates. In addition the first open election for members of the board of directors will be held.

I will report the results in my next Bowlers Digest column

CHANGES IN MASTERS, SENIOR MASTERS AND A NEW EVENT

Some changes for the 2008 Masters and 2008 Senior Masters have been approved in response to input received from participants and a new event has been created.

Qualifying for the 2008 Masters has been changed to six games on Saturday. There will be two squads with both squads bowling on fresh oil. Squad times will be 9 a.m. and 1 p.m. with an allowance between squads for the lane to be redressed. 

As a result of shortening qualifying from two days to one day, the match play portion will begin on the first Sunday. At the end of Sunday match play the field will be pared to eight players who will return the following Saturday to complete the tournament.

The entry fee for 2008 is set at $140 with $105 going to the prize fund. As a result, with a full field of 160 there will be at least $16,800 in prize money awarded. The MDUSBC and GDBA previously have always paid at least the posted prize fee portion for the number of entrants and many times much more.

The prizes are based on a full field of 160 and first place has been increased to $4,000 with $2,000 for second place. The prize for 32nd place would be $250. Eighth place will pay $500.

Qualifying for the 2008 Senior Masters has been changed to five games on Saturday. There will be two squads with both squads bowling on fresh oil. Squad times will be 9 a.m. and 1 p.m. with an allowance between squads for the lane to be redressed. 

As a result of shortening qualifying from two days to one day, the match play portion will begin on the first Sunday. At the end of Sunday match play the field will be pared to eight players who will return the following Saturday to complete the tournament. 

The entry fee will remain at $100 with $70 going to the prize fund. With 135 entries at least $9,450 in prize money will be awarded. The maximum field will be 160.

A new event for bowlers 60 years of age and older will premier in the fall. The Super Senior Masters will feature five games of qualifying on Saturday with one-game double-elimination match play on Sunday.

The entry fee will be $100 with $70 going to the prize fund. Based on 64 entries at least $4,480 will be awarded in prize money. The maximum field will be 80.

More details will be available as the centers are selected to host these prestigious events.

SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATIONS

The MDUSBC will award four $1,000 scholarships this year to two graduating male and two graduating female seniors.

The scholarships are a result of the Greater Detroit Bowling Association, Detroit Women’s Bowling Association and Pontiac Women’s Bowling Association restricting funds for this purpose.

Applicants must write a minimum 100 word essay about their future educational plans and submit a completed application signed by their coach.

Applications must be submitted to the MDUSBC office by April 15.

Applications can be obtained by calling the MDUSBC office or visiting www.mdusbc.com and clicking on forms.

MEMBER APPRECIATION CARDS

The Metro Detroit USBC Association is selling Member Appreciation Cards for $5. This entitles the bearer discounts at a number of national chain merchants in the local area.

The offers include Valvoline Instant Oil Change $4 off; Dunham’s 10% off on non-sale purchases; Domino’s Pizza buy large 2 topping pizza, get 1 medium pizza free; Dunkin Donuts $1 off dozen donuts or 50 munchkins; Jet’s Pizza 1 large pizza at regular price, free small Jet bread; White Castle 99 cent breakfast special and 12 oz. coffee or buy 10 White Castles, get 20 oz drink; Baskin-Robbins $2 off ice cream cake; Hertz 5-20 % off select car rental; Grondins Hair Center $2 off any service; Texas Roadhouse free blossom or cheese fries with purchase of 2 entrees; Ponderosa Steakhouse 10% off regular prices; Fantastic Sams $1 off any haircut; One Hour Martinizing $1 off each dryclean item; Boston Market $1 off individual meal $2 off $10 purchase.

Why not support your local association with the purchase of one of these cards? In fact why not buy several and give as gifts. Contact the MDUSBC office at (888) 753-6350.

