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AVERAGES ON MEMBERSHIP CARDS

We’ve received several calls from members this fall about the absence of averages on the USBC membership cards.

As a result of mailing the membership cards using USBC’s non-profit status and sending the membership packages using standard business mail rather than presort first class, the averages had to be removed to qualify.

United States Postal Service regulations require that standard business mail be identical in content except for the information required to get the mail to the end user. This means that the only information that can be different is the name, address and id#.

Using non-profit standard business mail rather than presort first class saved several hundred thousands of dollars in postage costs.

Since standard business mail is subject to inspection, if the average were to have been included in the mailing and upon inspection by the Postal Service discovered, USBC would have lost their privilege to mail at non-profit rates. 

As a result of the above decision bowl.com has been significantly revised giving members the opportunity to reprint their membership card, print averages or print a full profile. For tournament bowlers it would be advisable to print their average report and keep with their bowling equipment for reference.
SUPER SENIOR MASTERS

The Metro Detroit USBC Association (MDUSBC) will host the inaugural Super Senior Masters on Nov. 3-4 at Beech Lanes in Redford.

Any member of the MDUSBC who is at least 60 years of age as of Nov. 3 is eligible for the scratch event.

Qualifying will be contested on Nov. 3 with each bowler bowling a five-game qualifier. There will be two squads of qualifying.

Match play will be on Nov. 4 in a single-game double-elimination format.

A separate special event for non-qualifiers 70 years and older will be conducted on Nov. 4.

First place will pay $1,000 based on 64 entries with 16th place paying $100.

The entry fee cost is $100 per bowler. There are still several openings.
Some notable entrants already entered are 2005 Senior Masters champion Ed Austreng of Waterford Township; 1974, 1980 and 1981 Masters champion Dick Beattie of Dearborn; 1977 Masters and 2004 Senior Masters champion John Bennett of Clarkston; and 1996 and 2002 Senior Masters champion Harley Trumbull Jr. of New Boston.

The inaugural event is sponsored by Turbo 2-N-1 Grips and Eastown Printing.

For more information on the event contact the MDUSBC office at (248) 443-2695 ext. 105.

BVL FUNDRAISER

The Metro Detroit USBC is sponsoring a Bowler’s to Veteran’s Link fundraiser at Sunnybrook Lanes in Sterling Heights on Saturday, Nov. 3 at 1 p.m.

The cost is $20 for three games of no-tap includes pizza, door prizes and mystery games. There will be 50/50 drawings and silent auctions.

The proceeds will be donated to the BVL fund which supports veteran’s activities.

Why not come out and have a good time while raising money for the BVL.

Contact Sunnybrook Lanes for more information at (586) 264-2700 or the MDUSBC office.

CRUCHON TOURNAMENT

The Metro Detroit USBC Association will once again conduct the annual Steve Cruchon Memorial Tournament on Saturday, Dec. 1 at Sterling Lanes in Sterling Heights after a one-year hiatus.

Proceeds from the event will be donated to the International Bowling Hall of Fame and Museum and the Karmanos Cancer Institute. Over $210,000 has been raised from 1990 until 2005 and this year’s proceeds will add to the total.

We are looking for interested individuals who may be interested in competing in the invitational event. The cost is $20 and entrants are expected to raise at least $100 for the causes by either soliciting donations for $100 or selling $200 of 50/50 tickets or a combination.

The event is always a good time where the top eight teams qualify for match play.

If you are interested please contact the MDUSBC office at (248) 443-2695.

POA CHALLENGE

The MDUSBC in conjunction with the Southeast Michigan Bowling Centers Association has embarked on a new fall promotion for USBC certified leagues.

The Pins Over Average Challenge will allow bowlers in USBC certified leagues in participating centers to compete in a near season long contest trying advance to the finals where the winner will receive $10,000. The runner-up will take home $5,000.

After a bowler has bowled at least 15 games in their USBC certified league they can pay a one-time $10 fee for their scores in that league to count toward the contest.

It will be the bowler’s responsibility to turn in their qualifying score each week to the center to be verified by the center. All qualifying scores will be based on series pins over the current average.

Each week the center will post the top pins over average series by league on a 1 in 8 ratio. The contest ends on Feb. 29, 2008. 

At the end of the contest the league qualifiers will bowl in a three-game tournament at their center with the top 1 in 4 advancing to the regional roll-offs. All qualifiers to the in-center tournament will receive $20.

Advancers to the regional roll-offs will receive $50 where advancers will compete for the top prizes of $10,000; $5,000 and many other cash prizes.

Keep your eye out for this great opportunity simply by competing in your USBC certified league.

WELCOME BACK TO BOWLING CLUB
In cooperation with the Southeast Michigan Bowling Centers Association a mailing has been sent to nearly 35,000 bowlers who did not bowl in the 2006-07 season, but had in the previous years in an effort to get those bowlers back into the sport that we all love.
They are invited to join the Welcome Back to Bowling Club, a 12-week program, being run at participating centers at a set price of $10.95 per week.

The 12-week program will culminate with the World’s Biggest Bowlers Party. All club participants will be invited to attend the party and be eligible for door prizes in addition to enjoying refreshments and live entertainment. Over $10,000 in prizes will be given away at the event.

While the target audience is the 35,000 households which receive the mailing, anyone is eligible to join the club. 

Participating centers are listed at www.backtobowl.com. Check with your local center about getting in on the fun.

