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AWARDS PROGRAM REINSTATED
In January the United States Bowling Congress announced a drastic change to the awards program beginning in the 2008-09 season. The change was met with many angry and upset members. 
The MDUSBC office and volunteers received many contacts regarding this impending change.

Those upset with the decision were directed to contact USBC Headquarters and express their feelings. 

Well your voice has been heard loud and clear.

As a result the following announcement was made on March 13:
‘The United States Bowling Congress Board of Directors has decided to postpone any changes in the awards program for one year, and has promised to review the previously-announced "once-in-a-lifetime" proposal during that time.

That means the awards program currently in place for the 2007-08 season will remain in place for 2008-09 while the entire program is once again reviewed.’
Thanks for making your thoughts known.

Rest assured the MDUSBC Delegates to the USBC Convention in early May in Kansas City will remember your thoughts as they cast their votes on various legislation and elections.
YEAR END AWARDS WINNERS

The Metro Detroit USBC Association is proud to announce several year end award winners.

Laura Dembek has been named Volunteer of the Year. Her tireless efforts on behalf of the Bowlers to Veterans Link (BVL) has provided MDUSBC with national recognition while vastly increasing the donations from the association.

Richard Banks will be honored as Secretary of the Year. As the secretary of the TCAC League at Cloverlanes he religiously applies for his bowlers’ awards, turns in the required paperwork well within the prescribed time frame and generally does what it takes to keep the league running smooth. The 56 team league is the largest in the MDUSBC and next year plans on expanding to 60 teams.

Coach of the Year honors will be bestowed on Aileen Hnidy. As the coach and center general manager at Fairlanes she makes sure her bowlers participate in city and state events and communicates the necessary information to the bowlers and their parents. She spends most every Saturday morning at the center helping her bowlers get better and enjoy the sport more. Her dedication to youth bowling is unmatched.

Pam Jones will be honored with the Meritorious Service award. She not only coaches the Livonia Clarenceville High School team and is the general manager of County Lanes, but is a huge supporter of charitable causes most notably working to raise funds to find a cure for breast cancer. This season while subbing for her friend Kathy Lay, who was diagnosed with breast cancer, Pam bowled her fifth career 300 game. When the time came for Pam to get presented with her ring, she in turn presented to Kathy Lay. Pam is a fine example of the type of people who are involved in our sport of bowling.
The MDUSBC awards four $1,000 scholarships each year to two graduating senior males and two graduating senior girls. The winners are:

Jennifer Kiel of Livonia – She has maintained a 4.0 grade point average at Livonia Stevenson High School, active in many school clubs and will be attending the University of Michigan majoring in biology. She averaged 148 in the 2007-08 season in the Greater Detroit Majors League, which is a sport league, at Wonderland Lanes in Livonia.
Kristen Ball of Taylor – She aspires to be a forensic pathologist. She will major in biology and pre-medicine at University of Michigan. She averaged 176 in the 2007-08 season in the SYC Classic traveling league.

James Ross of Warren – He will be studying computer science at Lawrence Technological University. He improved his average 29 pins from the 2005-06 season to the 2006-07 season and finished the 2007-08 season with a 162 average in the 11 a.m. Juniors/Seniors at Pampa Lanes.

David Kennedy of Leonard – David will be attending Oakland Community College before transferring to Lawrence Technological University studying Architecture. He averaged 203 in the 2007-08 season in the Sunnybrook Seniors at Sunnybrook Lanes improving from 177 in the 2005-06 season and 196 in the 2006-07 season.
Congratulations to all of the award winners for a job well done.

APRIL 1 AVERAGES DUE

Average request forms have been sent to league secretaries and at this point over 1,000 of 1,523 leagues have turned in their April 1st averages. 
These averages were requested to be turned in by April 15th. Notices have been sent to the league secretaries who have not fulfilled this very important duty. Also a list of leagues which have not turned in their averages is listed on www.mdusbc.com. 

Your help is needed to complete this task. You can help by sending us the first league sheet after April 1 from your league. This can be faxed to our office at (248) 443-2690 or mailed to MDUSBC, 28200 Southfield Rd., Lathrup Village, MI  48076.

YOUTH TOURNAMENT HELP NEEDED

The USBC Youth events will be in our area in July and your help is needed.

The USBC Junior Gold competition will take place at Sunnybrook Lanes in Sterling Heights from July 5-11, Sterling Lanes in Sterling Heights from July 5-9 and Century Bowl in Waterford from July 5-9. The USBC Pepsi Tournament will be at Sunnybrook Lanes from July 14-16. The USBC Youth Open will be at Skore Lanes in Taylor from July 7-15 and the Adult/Youth Tournament at Taylor Lanes in Taylor from July 7-10.

Each of these require volunteer score monitors and your help is needed.

The competition will be keen and enjoyable to watch.

The entire requirement document and sign up sheets are available on www.mdusbc.com.

I hope we can count on you to be one of the over 100 volunteers needed to make these events successful.

