To: Rick Strobl

From: Mark Martin

Re: Bowler’s Digest Article

Issue Date: April 9, 2008
TRY SOMETHING NEW NEXT YEAR

Every year about this time some bowlers seem to get tired of bowling. One of the major reasons this happens is because their team is out of the running for the league championship. Now is the time for leagues to seriously consider changing their format, point systems, handicap percentage and/or scratch figure in an effort to keep the race going longer next season.

If your league competes on a complete season for final standings, maybe try a split season. A split season would entail splitting the season in two halves. At the end of the year the champions of each half would roll off for the league championship. Another possibility would be splitting the schedule into quarters.

A league could split up into divisions. For example in a 16-team league, split into four divisions of four teams each. The schedule could be based on divisional play and competition with teams from other divisions. The makeup of the divisions could be by team average, draw, etc. At the end of the bowling season have the four divisional champions bowl each other for the league championship.

Years ago the most predominant point systems were the three or four point systems. While some leagues still compete using these methods and many are successful. If your league needs a change you should consider a seven, eight or 30-point system. The interesting system is a 30 point system or a derivative of it. This involves both individual and team competition. Points are awarded for winning your individual match, along with points for team performance. Many scenarios can be used, like having individual standings for individual points in addition to team standings.

Another change a league should seriously consider is their handicap percentage. If your league is using an 80 percent handicap figure, statistics show that 100 times out of 100 an above average team will win the league championship. The reason for handicapping in league play is to even the playing field among all competitors. More and more leagues these days are using 100 percent for the handicap figure. Even when 100 percent is used, an above average team will win the league championship 70 times out of 100. A study many years ago found that a handicap figure of 116 percent would make the competition totally equal among all participants.

If your league is using the difference between team averages as the basis for handicap, there are many drawbacks to this method. If your league recognizes season high team awards with handicap, the basis for the handicap would change depending on the opponent; therefore these awards with handicap are not equitable among all teams when using this method of handicapping. An example would be a 800 average team bowling against a 900 average team would receive more handicap than a 800 average team bowling against a 820 average team, thus having a greater opportunity to have the season high award.

The recommended way of handicapping is the individual method. The individual method would be the handicap percentage multiplied by the difference between the individual's average and the scratch figure, dropping the fractions. Using individual handicaps, team handicaps would then simply be the sum of the individual handicaps. Individual handicaps allow for season high game and series with handicap for individual bowlers and teams in your league. This allows more bowlers in your league to be recognized for accomplishments, thus increasing bowler satisfaction.

If your league is on an individual handicap basis, make sure to set the scratch figure high enough that the bowlers you have will all receive a handicap. If a player exceeds the scratch figure, make some allowance for a negative handicap in your league rules.

It would also be interesting for some leagues to consider incorporating the Baker System into their format. It was pointed out to me the other day that a team Baker score could be calculated using the first and sixth frames of the leadoff bowler, second and seventh frames of the second bowler, etc. The Baker score would have to be calculated by hand and compared to other teams. Handicap could figure into the equation also.

There are many other formats, point systems and other ideas that have been used successfully by others. Anyone wanting to share an innovative idea about league formats please contact me.

These are just some ideas that bowlers, team captains and league officers should consider keeping your league strong and vibrant. All bowlers like to go to their league with the idea that they can compete. Adopting some of these ideas will help you keep your bowlers interested during the season and anxious to come back the following year.

TOURNAMENT SEASON WRAPPING UP

With April soon here the MDUSBC tournament season is fasting coming to an end. The only tournament left on the 2007-08 schedule is the MDUSBC Open Championships at Troy Lanes (see article below for more details).

The MDUSBC Women’s Championship concluded at Sterling Lanes on March 16 and the checks have already been mailed. The official results are posted on www.mdusbc.com. Congratulations to all the winners.

The MDUSBC Youth Tournament has been finalized and more than $13,000 was awarded in scholarship prizes. The final results are posted on www.mdusbc.com and the scholarship money has been placed in the SMART program with USBC. Each scholarship winner will receive notification from the SMART program that the money is on deposit in their name for future educational purposes.

The MDUSBC Senior Team tournament has also been completed and verified. A total of 56 teams participated for the second year in a row. The winners were Girgenti’s Crew with 3,551 captained by Sam Girgenti of St. Clair Shores. Other members of the team were Jeff Suma of Auburn Hills, Jim Lauricella of Sterling Heights, Mike Motrinc of Harrison Township and Dan Mayer of Waterford Township. The low to cash figure was 3,247. The top 14 teams will share in the prize money. Checks have already been mailed.
Congratulations to all of the winners in all of the MDUSBC tournaments during the 2007-08 season and thanks to all who participated. A whole new season of events will begin in the fall and we hope to see you in the winner’s list next year.

YOUTH TOURNAMENT HELP NEEDED

The USBC Youth events will be in our area in July and your help is needed.

The USBC Junior Gold competition will take place at Sunnybrook Lanes in Sterling Heights from July 5-11, Sterling Lanes in Sterling Heights from July 5-9 and Century Bowl in Waterford from July 5-9. The USBC Pepsi Tournament will be at Sunnybrook Lanes from July 14-16. The USBC Youth Open will be at Skore Lanes in Taylor from July 7-15 and the Adult/Youth Tournament at Taylor Lanes in Taylor from July 7-10.

Each of these require volunteer score monitors and your help is needed.

The competition will be keen and enjoyable to watch.

The entire requirement document and sign up sheets are available on www.mdusbc.com.

I hope we can count on you to be one of the over 100 volunteers needed to make these events successful.

SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATIONS

The MDUSBC will award four $1,000 scholarships this year to two graduating male and two graduating female seniors.

The scholarships are a result of the Greater Detroit Bowling Association, Detroit Women’s Bowling Association and Pontiac Women’s Bowling Association restricting funds for this purpose prior to the 2006 merger.

Applicants must write a minimum 100 word essay about their future educational plans and submit a completed application signed by their coach.

Applications must be submitted to the MDUSBC office by April 14, 2008.

Applications can be obtained by calling the MDUSBC office or visiting www.mdusbc.com and clicking on forms.

TOURNAMENT DEADLINES APPROACHING

The Metro Detroit USBC Association will conduct the Annual Open Championship Tournament through April 20.

The Open Championship takes place at Troy Lanes in Troy. The tourney runs Saturdays and Sundays with squad times at 9 a.m. and 12:30 p.m.

All events, team, doubles and singles, for both tournaments will be contested at the same respective site. Handicap is based on 90 percent from 230. Squad organizers of 10 or more teams are eligible for $10 per team organized. Spots can be paid for by check made out to MDUSBC, VISA or MasterCard. The prize ratio will be at least 1 in 10 entries. 

For the Open Championship the cost is $150 per team for teams with a team average of 1001 or more and $125 for teams with a team average of 1000 or under. Teams with a team average of 1001 or more division can cash in both the actual and handicap prize lists.

Doubles and Singles are $25 per person per event and a $10 all-events fee. The Open Championship is open to all members of the MDUSBC who bowled at least 21 games in the 2006-07 season in the Metro Detroit USBC Association or have 21 games or more in the current season in MDUSBC as of the time of bowling.

In the Open Championship bowlers can bowl as many times as they wish in the team event. They can even bowl with the same exact lineup twice, but only cash once with that lineup. To bowl other times a team can compete by changing two bowlers. However in doubles and singles events a bowler can only compete once.

