To: Rick Strobl

From: Mark Martin

Re: Bowler’s Digest Article

Issue Date: April 22, 2009
APRIL 1 AVERAGES DUE

Average request forms have been sent to league secretaries and at this point over 1,000 of 1,381 leagues have turned in their April 1st averages. 

These averages were requested to be turned in by April 15th. Notices have been sent to the league secretaries who have not fulfilled this very important duty. Also a list of leagues which have not turned in their averages is listed on www.mdusbc.com. 

Your help is needed to complete this task. You can help by sending us the first league sheet after April 1 from your league. This can be faxed to our office at (248) 443-2690 or mailed to MDUSBC, 28200 Southfield Rd., Lathrup Village, MI  48076.

TRY SOMETHING NEW NEXT YEAR

Every year about this time some bowlers seem to get tired of bowling. One of the major reasons this happens is because their team is out of the running for the league championship. Now is the time for leagues to seriously consider changing their format, point systems, handicap percentage and/or scratch figure in an effort to keep the race going longer next season.

If your league competes on a complete season for final standings, maybe try a split season. A split season would entail splitting the season in two halves. At the end of the year the champions of each half would roll off for the league championship. Another possibility would be splitting the schedule into quarters.

A league could split up into divisions. For example in a 16-team league, split into four divisions of four teams each. The schedule could be based on divisional play and competition with teams from other divisions. The makeup of the divisions could be by team average, draw, etc. At the end of the bowling season have the four divisional champions bowl each other for the league championship.

Years ago the most predominant point systems were the three or four point systems. While some leagues still compete using these methods and many are successful. If your league needs a change you should consider a seven, eight or 30-point system. The interesting system is a 30 point system or a derivative of it. This involves both individual and team competition. Points are awarded for winning your individual match, along with points for team performance. Many scenarios can be used, like having individual standings for individual points in addition to team standings.

Another change a league should seriously consider is their handicap percentage. If your league is using an 80 percent handicap figure, statistics show that 100 times out of 100 an above average team will win the league championship. The reason for handicapping in league play is to even the playing field among all competitors. More and more leagues these days are using 100 percent for the handicap figure. Even when 100 percent is used, an above average team will win the league championship 70 times out of 100. A study many years ago found that a handicap figure of 116 percent would make the competition totally equal among all participants.

If your league is using the difference between team averages as the basis for handicap, there are many drawbacks to this method. If your league recognizes season high team awards with handicap, the basis for the handicap would change depending on the opponent; therefore these awards with handicap are not equitable among all teams when using this method of handicapping. An example would be a 800 average team bowling against a 900 average team would receive more handicap than a 800 average team bowling against a 820 average team, thus having a greater opportunity to have the season high award.

The recommended way of handicapping is the individual method. The individual method would be the handicap percentage multiplied by the difference between the individual's average and the scratch figure, dropping the fractions. Using individual handicaps, team handicaps would then simply be the sum of the individual handicaps. Individual handicaps allow for season high game and series with handicap for individual bowlers and teams in your league. This allows more bowlers in your league to be recognized for accomplishments, thus increasing bowler satisfaction.

If your league is on an individual handicap basis, make sure to set the scratch figure high enough that the bowlers you have will all receive a handicap. If a player exceeds the scratch figure, make some allowance for a negative handicap in your league rules.

It would also be interesting for some leagues to consider incorporating the Baker System into their format. It was pointed out to me the other day that a team Baker score could be calculated using the first and sixth frames of the leadoff bowler, second and seventh frames of the second bowler, etc. The Baker score would have to be calculated by hand and compared to other teams. Handicap could figure into the equation also.

There are many other formats, point systems and other ideas that have been used successfully by others. Anyone wanting to share an innovative idea about league formats please contact me.

These are just some ideas that bowlers, team captains and league officers should consider keeping your league strong and vibrant. All bowlers like to go to their league with the idea that they can compete. Adopting some of these ideas will help you keep your bowlers interested during the season and anxious to come back the following year.

USBC YOUTH CHANGES

After the USBC announced major changes to the 2009-2010 youth program there were many bowlers, parents and coaches upset about some of the changes. The one change that caused the most consternation was the lowering of the maximum age from 22 to 20 as of August 1, 2009.
Most bowlers, parents and coaches were upset about this change because it was felt that this limited those youth bowlers ages 20-22 from competing for and earning scholarship dollars.

Well there is some relief available, if tournament managers want to embrace the change and find ways to allow those 20-22 year olds to compete for scholarships.

Quite simply tournament managers can define their event as an adult/youth tournament, place limits on eligibility based on age (i.e. bowler must not have reached their 22nd birthday by a specific date) and payoff in scholarship dollars only for all bowlers with the scholarship dollars put into the SMART program.

By doing this the 20-22 year olds, who are adult USBC members, can continue to earn scholarship dollars as before.

Seems pretty simple, but it is a change from the past.

MASTERS CHANGES

The MDUSBC Masters Committee has made some changes for the tournaments for the 2009-2010 season.

All four events listed below will be non-smoking on the concourse and the settee area during competition. Smoking will be allowed in the other areas of the respective facilities.

The Super Senior Masters will remain unchanged and be contested on Nov. 7-8 at Universal Lanes in Warren.

The Senior Masters will remain virtually unchanged except the format for the super senior rolloffs will change with all bowlers in a round bowling a game with the top half advancing. This format is used for the bowlers 70 and older in the Super Senior Masters. The 2010 event will be held Feb. 6, 7 and 13 at Indian Lanes in Wyandotte.

The Masters will become a four-day event once again with the first weekend consisting of two five-game qualifying blocks before the cut to the top 31 plus the defending champion occurs. The entry fee will be increased to $150, however those that enter at least 30 in advance of the event will receive a $10 discount making the entry fee $140 as it was this year. There will be four additional checks paid to bowlers age 50 and older who are non-cashers in the regular prize list. The 2010 Masters will be Jan. 16, 17, 23 and 24 at Rosebowl Lanes in Roseville.
The Classic will be renamed the Kickoff Classic and be held in October. A women’s division will be added, a stepladder finals will determine the winner and any USBC member will be eligible to enter. More details will follow with the dates and location of the event.

PBA COMING TO TOWN

As you already know by now the Professional Bowlers Association will be coming to our area in August and September for an extended period of time and conducting seven events.

This is a great opportunity to show the world how much bowling is respected and appreciated in our area.

Many competitive opportunities will be available for bowlers as each of the PBA events will have at least 10 spots available in the Tournament Qualifying Round. Additionally at least two spots will be available for each of the Women’s Series tournaments and an open-field event for the women.

As the Bowling Capital of the World it is time for all area bowlers to stand up and show the rest of the world how much bowling is part of the fabric of our local society. More details on how you can participate will follow.
