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USBC YOUTH CHANGES

After the USBC announced major changes to the 2009-2010 youth program there were many bowlers, parents and coaches upset about some of the changes. The one change that caused the most consternation was the lowering of the maximum age from 22 to 20 as of August 1, 2009.
Most bowlers, parents and coaches were upset about this change because it was felt that this limited those youth bowlers ages 20-22 from competing for and earning scholarship dollars.

Well there is some relief available, if tournament managers want to embrace the change and find ways to allow those 20-22 year olds to compete for scholarships.

Quite simply tournament managers can define their event as an adult/youth tournament, place limits on eligibility based on age (i.e. bowler must not have reached their 22nd birthday by a specific date) and payoff in scholarship dollars only for all bowlers with the scholarship dollars put into the SMART program.

By doing this the 20-22 year olds, who are adult USBC members, can continue to earn scholarship dollars as before.

Seems pretty simple, but it is a change from the past.

MASTERS CHANGES

The MDUSBC Masters Committee has made some changes for the tournaments for the 2009-2010 season.

All four events listed below will be non-smoking on the concourse and the settee area during competition. Smoking will be allowed in the other areas of the respective facilities.

The Super Senior Masters will remain unchanged and be contested on Nov. 7-8 at Universal Lanes in Warren.

The Senior Masters will remain virtually unchanged except the format for the super senior rolloffs will change with all bowlers in a round bowling a game with the top half advancing. This format is used for the bowlers 70 and older in the Super Senior Masters. The 2010 event will be held Feb. 6, 7 and 13 at Indian Lanes in Wyandotte.

The Masters will become a four-day event once again with the first weekend consisting of two five-game qualifying blocks before the cut to the top 31 plus the defending champion occurs. The entry fee will be increased to $150, however those that enter at least 30 in advance of the event will receive a $10 discount making the entry fee $140 as it was this year. There will be four additional checks paid to bowlers age 50 and older who are non-cashers in the regular prize list. The 2010 Masters will be Jan. 16, 17, 23 and 24 at Rosebowl Lanes in Roseville.
The Classic will be renamed the Kickoff Classic and be held in October. A women’s division will be added, a stepladder finals will determine the winner and any USBC member will be eligible to enter. More details will follow with the dates and location of the event.

SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATIONS

The MDUSBC will award four $1,000 scholarships this year to two graduating male and two graduating female seniors.

The scholarships are a result of the Greater Detroit Bowling Association, Detroit Women’s Bowling Association and Pontiac Women’s Bowling Association restricting funds for this purpose.

Applicants must write a minimum 100 word essay about their future educational plans and submit a completed application signed by their coach.

Applications must be submitted to the MDUSBC office by April 14, 2009.

Applications can be obtained by calling the MDUSBC office or visiting www.mdusbc.com and clicking on forms.

PBA COMING TO TOWN

As you already know by now the Professional Bowlers Association will be coming to our area in August and September for an extended period of time and conducting seven events.

This is a great opportunity to show the world how much bowling is respected and appreciated in our area.

Many competitive opportunities will be available for bowlers as each of the PBA events will have at least 10 spots available in the Tournament Qualifying Round. Additionally at least two spots will be available for each of the Women’s Series tournaments and an open-field event for the women.

As the Bowling Capital of the World it is time for all area bowlers to stand up and show the rest of the world how much bowling is part of the fabric of our local society. More details on how you can participate will follow.
