No Smoking, please?

Well, it has finally happened.  The Michigan Legislature has passed a non-smoking bill for the state of Michigan.  It was inevitable.  It has been discussed for many years and it is finally a reality in our state in May 2010.

The bowling industry has been in tune with this for quite some time.  A task force was formed and has been in discussions via conference calls for over a year.  A lobbyist was secured on behalf of the industry and has been diligent in keeping everyone informed as to the progress or lack of progress during the period of discussions and negotiations.

The task force was comprised of leaders from local and state associations, bowling proprietors from across the state and spearheaded by Bowling Centers of Michigan President Roger Philipi.  Some of the concerns of the task force were the effective date of the ban and how far from the door bowlers would have to be in order to smoke outside, as well as how this ban would be enforced and the fines that would be assessed.  The exemptions of the casinos in Detroit were inevitable, since the casinos throughout the state that are ran by Native American groups are exempt.

One of my tasks as a member of the task force was to research what other bowling associations and proprietors in states that have already gone smokeless did as a result of their legislation.  It was interesting that many were not really proactive prior to the legislation being adopted.  Another interesting fact was most did not know if they had gained or lost bowlers because of the law.  I spoke with leaders from Ohio, Utah, California, Illinois, Indiana and New Mexico to name a few.
We here in Michigan intend to be proactive with our message to our customers.  We also hope to be able to investigate if we lose current customers or gain bowlers back who have quit in the past due to the smoke in the centers.  I personally nearly lost a couple of teams on one of my leagues due to the smoking affecting their allergies.

But those ladies love our sport and so far have tolerated it through the adversity it brings to their own health.

Which brings up an interesting thought:  how many other sports can you play while smoking?  While bowling is also perceived as a game or recreational activity, there still doesn’t seem to be other games that you would see smoking during the actual competition.  

I am sure that once things have calmed down from the Holidays, our task force will meet again and we will make plans as to how this will affect our sport in the State of Michigan, and what we can do to make this transition better and easier for everyone involved.  The goal for everyone is to have more bowlers bowling more often. 

Please share your thoughts by writing me at libbi.fletcher@mdusbc.com
