Against the Odds

On May 30th, I had the privilege to walk in the Race for the Cure to benefit Susan G. Komen for the Cure.  I hadn’t participated in quite a few years.  When I had first walked, the race had been held at the Detroit Zoo.  It was very nice as it wound through Huntington Woods and then ended at the zoo.  At one point in the race, as you went up a hill, you would turn around and see the thousands of people behind you.  It was awe-inspiring.  Now the race begins at Comerica Park and we walked north on Woodward Avenue toward the Medical Center and back to Comerica for closing ceremonies.  

As I walked with my friends down the street, at mile marker 2 (of 3 miles) I looked over and saw a woman struggling a bit to walk, noticing that she had lost some of her hair.  My friend, Michelle looked at me and said, “We are so rich”.  I agreed.

As I walked wearing my beautiful pink cape, compliments of Fuze Energy drinks, I remembered the signs that I had taped to the back of my cape….in Memory of Theresa Faase, a bowler in my S&B Ladies Classic League at Bowl One, who in her 40’s, lost her battle last summer, leaving an awesome little girl, Sarah to be raised by her incredible Aunt Marie.  I thought of her teammates that missed her so much this past season.
The other sign on my cape was in Celebration of…I added names of the women who have battled and are still battling this dreadful disease, such as Aunt Lil, my friend from Salt Lake City, Renee’, my friend Kristy Allison, who during her battle this year, lost her mother and step-father, and my friend and teammate at Luxury Lanes, Dawn Polomski.  These walks mean so much more when you are personally affected.  These ladies are my friends, my teammates and family.

Since then, I have found out some incredible news.  Back in February, I took my squad of 22 teams to the Michigan State Women’s tournament in Bay City…during a snowstorm, of course.  My team has crossed with Dawn’s team many times.  This year, after all of her treatments are done, she is back to bowling and feeling pretty well. And she bowled like she was all better!
Dawn and her partner, Tina Mikolowski won Actual Doubles in the tournament!!! Dawn took 6th place for Handicap All Events, 22nd place for Handicap Singles and her team finished 144th.   Her personal scores were 597 for team, 722 for Doubles and 700 for Singles for an actual All Events score of 2019.  In her league bowling this year, she posted yearbook averages of 203 and 200.  So it truly is in celebration of her life, her bowling life that I walked!

In sharing this story with Diane Maluzhinsky, a MDUSBC Board member, she shared a story with me that I would like to share with you. Jerry McCorkle, the ER (Exalted Ruler) for the Clawson Troy- Elks showed his passion for bowling on Oct 22, 2008. Jerry battling cancer and undergoing chemo treatments left the hospital that Sunday morning from some minor complications resulting from his treatments and insisted on bowling. As Jerry walked into the Clawson Troy Bowling Center that evening, the entire league couldn't believe he was ready to bowl after just being released from the hospital. If you know Jerry, he is one tough man. Feeling a little under the weather and weak, Jerry, a 183 average bowler began to bowl and started out with a 149, then it began, strike after strike for a 300 game his second game, followed then by a 159 for a 608 series.  His first 300 game!

Against the odds, bowlers who love the game will come back whenever possible.  If bowling gives them a reason to battle back and get better, then that is a good thing!  I am so proud of all of the bowlers who continue their battle.  My thoughts and prayers are with you all. 
Please share your stories with me at libbi.fletcher@mdusbc.com
