Happy Thanksgiving - May you all get “Turkeys”

As I prepared to write this article, I realized that Thanksgiving is just around the corner.  While our area and our industry have been challenged by the economy, we still have very much to be thankful for in this great country of ours.  We are free to participate in one of the most popular indoor sports in the world.  And in my opinion the BEST sport.
Speaking of Thanksgiving, it of course brings turkey to mind.  So where did that term originate when we are fortunate enough or good enough to string three strikes together and that turkey appears on our scoring monitors?  Well, according to all accounts I am able to find, the term dates back to before the turn of the 20th century.  In those years, scoring was much more difficult and to get three strikes in a row was quite an achievement. (for some of us it still can be on any given day) During Thanksgiving or Christmas week, the proprietor would present a live turkey to the first person on each team who scored three consecutive strikes.  The term has carried over ever since.  

As I researched this, I uncovered many other bowling terms, some of which I knew and some that were new to me.  I would like to share those and maybe they are new to you as well.

Courtesy of the PBA telecasts, we are now hearing “hambone” being shouted out when a bowler throws four strikes in a row, which is also known as a Clover for four-leaf clover.  Then comes “Yahtzee” for five in a row.  But how about some of the terms that are given to the not so well-executed shots?  
Brooklyn – this is a throw that results from the ball hitting the opposite pocket from the bowler’s normal handedness.  This term originated in New York where people would “cross over” to Brooklyn from Manhattan.  A side term “Jersey side” references left-handers and refers to people crossing over from Manhattan to New Jersey.
Bedposts – the 7-10 split, considered one of the most difficult to convert.  Also known as the fence posts or goal posts.

Big Four – A very hard split to convert, pins 4-6-7-10.  Also known as “Grandma’s Teeth”.

Greek Church – the 4-6-7-8-10 or 4-6-7-9-10 split.  Also known as a cathedral.

Lily – Another tricky split, this time leaving pins 5-7-10.  Also known as a “sour apple”.  

Steener – When a bowler’s ball misses the head pin but through pin action, still gets a strike.  The last few pins usually fall like toppled dominoes.  May alos be referred to as a “backwash strike”.  A variant of this is when the head pin is left standing.

Washout – A spare left where at least two non-adjacent pins are still standing, but the head pin is also standing.  

Wicked frame – when bowlers bowl a strike on their first frame.

A few interesting ones:

FLO – any pre-game ritual that is religiously practiced before bowling, such as eating in the same restaurant.

Harkrider – The type of delivery in which the bowler seems to bounce his ball at the foul line upon release, as in dribbling a basketball.

Dirk – When a bowler releases his ball in such a way that it lands far down the lane; nearly to the marks.

Well, I have certainly learned some new terms, and I hope you have as well.

So I hope you carry, don’t chop any spares, leave no open frames, always hit the pocket, leave no ringing 10’s, and have a perfect game!

