Let the Fundraising Begin!

Anyone who works outside the home, or has children, grandchildren, nieces, nephews, or neighbor kids in school knows it is officially “fundraising season”.  At my job, the kitchen area becomes the drop off spot for all of the many donation requests that are currently occurring in everyone’s lives.  

Most recently, I have seen solicitations for candy, candles, magazine subscriptions, and a raffle to win Red Wings tickets, pizza kits, and wrapping paper!  Thank goodness the Girl Scouts wait until spring!  Our company has also begun to collect clothes and toys that will get donated during the Holidays through an outside organization.  

It is amazing that during these very tough times, which is probably why there are so many solicitations necessary, people are still willing to give to help out someone else less fortunate than they are.  They donate to these fundraisers, to charities, even if it is just donating their time, which is so needed.  I know many charities are really hurting during this economic crunch.  Even the Red Cross is so in need of blood donors, and that doesn’t cost anything at all!  

Bowling has always provided an avenue for fundraising.  On any given weekend, at your neighborhood center, there can be a fundraiser being conducted.  It can be for someone who has a loved one who is suffering an illness and needs help with medical bills.  It could be the Shriners’ who do so much for sick children.  It can be a company outing who will donate proceeds to a specific cause.  I would like to give a big “salute” to the proprietors who provide the lanes at a very low cost to assist people in their fundraising efforts.  By giving a break on prices, as well as assistance in setting up the fundraisers, groups can raise more money for their causes.  
Metro Detroit USBC also has fundraisers throughout the year and one is just around the corner.  On November 21st, we will conduct a fundraiser at Sunnybrook Lanes for the BVL.  Many of you do not know about this very important and worthwhile organization.  Bowlers to Veteran’s Link (BVL) is a national organization that has become a means for the bowling community to support our troops and our veteran’s hospitals for years through monetary donations, as well as sending carpet lanes to the men and women in Iraq and Afghanistan.  Locally, our donations come back home and are donated to the John D. Dingell VA Medical Center downtown in the Medical Center area.  The money is primarily used for the day center which provides services to veterans on a daily basis.  Some of these veterans live in adult foster care or with relatives and come to the day center every day to take part in therapy, arts and crafts, fishing, and of course bowling!  When these men and women go bowling at Thunderbowl as an outing, Thunderbowl provides a low-cost lineage and Metro Detroit USBC picks up the tab as part of our commitment to our veterans and to BVL. The support we provide helps these veterans who have given so much to us and to our country get through another day.  

Please go to our website www.mdusbc.com and download the entry form to get additional information on our Support the Troops fundraiser benefiting the VA Medical Center.  If you can’t bowl, there are other ways that you can support this event, such as sponsoring a lane in memory or in honor of someone who served in the military or donate prizes that can be auctioned or given away as door prizes at the event.  For more information on the BVL, go to www.bowlerstoveteranslink.org 

I am proud to be an American and a bowler!   See you there!

