It’s September!!!!

For me, September has always been a month of joy and sorrow at the same time. The joyful reason is because it is my birthday month!  I love birthdays, not just mine, but everyone’s because I feel you should always celebrate your life.  You have just conquered another year, no matter how good or bad the past year has been it should be a joyous occasion that you made it through.  Some years, you are just happy it is over, and others you look back at the accomplishments of the last 365 days and say “well done”.

Personally, the last year has been both.  

Last fall, I was inducted into the Detroit Bowling Hall of Fame for meritorious service, an honor I do not take lightly and am so very humbled to have my name listed alongside some of the most dedicated people in Detroit Bowling.  It has been a long road and I have seen a steady decline in our membership numbers, but I have not seen a decline in the services that our association provides to our bowlers.  I am very proud of our staff, our Board of Directors and our Youth committee for the work they do in our area.  

Also, in this past year, I was re-elected to the USBC Board of Directors for another three-year term.  I am very proud to serve at the national level to represent not only our hometown bowlers, but every bowler across the United States.  I know that the decisions being made are not easy and they are not made without research and sometimes anxiety as to how they will affect every bowler in every center.  There are always bumps in the road, especially with new programs, but the Wright Brothers didn’t get it right on their initial flight, either, and we all know what happened when they continued to try to make things better!

September is also the month that the leagues get rolling again and the youth leagues, in particular start taking shape.  I have spoken with some of the Youth directors and coaches from some centers, and some are actually up in numbers, but some are down.  We desperately need to grow our youth programs if bowling is to continue its path of being recognized as a legitimate sport to our kids, our schools, our sponsors, and our society.  Do you know a child that just loves to go bowling for birthday parties or open play?  Introduce them to league bowling!  Show them the new USBC Youth jersey that ever child bowling in a certified league will be wearing this year.  Let them know that they, too, can belong!  

The sorrow used to be that summer break was over and school was beginning again.  Well, I haven’t been in school for a while, and the breaks are getting much shorter in the bowling association world.  July was a month of less things to do, but we more than made up for that in August with all of the league officer workshops and the PBA World Series of Bowling being conducted here in our area.  

September also means more committee meetings, board meetings, events, and tournaments are just around the corner.  Please visit our website, www.mdusbc.com for information on all of the tournaments and events that the Metro Detroit USBC has to offer.

Now the leaves will change and fall to the ground, the winds will turn colder and eventually that “S” word will be prevalent and I don’t ski. The cider mills will open and close for the season, and you will begin preparing for Halloween and the Holidays.  Heck, Halloween stuff is already in the stores!  There will be people that shared the past year with you, who will not be around to share this year with you.  You will remember the good times that you have shared, and the games that you have bowled, and the laughter that you will always hear during quiet times.  You will be thankful that you are here this year to bowl another frame with some of the greatest bowlers anywhere, the bowlers in the Bowling Capital of the World!
Happy Birthday to me!!!  

