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MDUSBC NEWS

The Metro Detroit USBC Association (MDUSBC) turned three-years-old on May 1 as a result of the merger of the Greater Detroit Bowling Association, Detroit Women’s Bowling Association, Pontiac Women’s Bowling Association and the Greater Detroit Youth.

The board of the organization includes Libbi Fletcher, President; Michael DeRousie, Vice-President and board members Richard Banks, Ann Block, Charles Cain, Laura Dembek, Debra Dickerson, Aileen Hnidy, Kristy King, Patricia Klix, Anita Maiorana, Diane Maluzhinsky, Scott McLeod, Randy Tambourine, John Vorpagel and Tony Zainea. Mark Martin is the Association Manager responsible for the day-to-day activities assisted by a very capable staff of eight.

The organization has over 65,000 adult members and 5,000 youth members bowling in 91 bowling centers within the Metro Detroit area making it the largest in the United States Bowling Congress.

The adult local dues are $8, combined with national dues of $10 and state dues of $1 for an adult total dues of $19. 

The youth local dues are $3, combined with national dues of $9.50 and state dues of $.50 for a youth total dues of $13.

The MDUSBC is looking for volunteers to serve as association representatives, committee members and tournament/event workers.

Association representatives would be the personal liaison between the MDUSBC and each individual bowling center. Duties would include visiting each league at least three times per season and making award presentations. Each bowling center would have at least one and as many as six association representatives depending on the size of the center.

Committee members would be selected for committee assignments to give direction to the association on what would be best for the membership.

Tournament/event workers would be selected to assist at the many tournaments and events organized by the association.

The MDUSBC needs you to continue to make this association the best of the USBC.

The association office is located at 28200 Southfield Rd. in Lathrup Village between I-696 and 12 Mile Rd on Southfield Rd.

The MDUSBC is always interested in your thoughts about your association. Contact us at (248) 443-2695 or e-mail at mark.martin@mdusbc.com if you have input or questions.

APRIL 1 AVERAGES DUE

Average request forms have been sent to league secretaries and at this point over 1,200 of 1,381 leagues have turned in their April 1st averages. 

These averages were requested to be turned in by April 15th. Notices have been sent to the league secretaries who have not fulfilled this very important duty. Also a list of leagues which have not turned in their averages is listed on www.mdusbc.com. 

Your help is needed to complete this task. You can help by sending us the first league sheet after April 1 from your league. This can be faxed to our office at (248) 443-2690 or mailed to MDUSBC, 28200 Southfield Rd., Lathrup Village, MI  48076.

USBC YOUTH CHANGES

After the USBC announced major changes to the 2009-2010 youth program there were many bowlers, parents and coaches upset about some of the changes. The one change that caused the most consternation was the lowering of the maximum age from 22 to 20 as of August 1, 2009.
Most bowlers, parents and coaches were upset about this change because it was felt that this limited those youth bowlers ages 20-22 from competing for and earning scholarship dollars.

Well there is some relief available, if tournament managers want to embrace the change and find ways to allow those 20-22 year olds to compete for scholarships.

Quite simply tournament managers can define their event as an adult/youth tournament, place limits on eligibility based on age (i.e. bowler must not have reached their 22nd birthday by a specific date) and payoff in scholarship dollars only for all bowlers with the scholarship dollars put into the SMART program.

By doing this the 20-22 year olds, who are adult USBC members, can continue to earn scholarship dollars as before.

Seems pretty simple, but it is a change from the past.

PBA COMING TO TOWN

As you already know by now the Professional Bowlers Association will be coming to our area in August and September for an extended period of time and conducting seven events.

This is a great opportunity to show the world how much bowling is respected and appreciated in our area.

Many competitive opportunities will be available for bowlers as each of the PBA events will have at least 10 spots available in the Tournament Qualifying Round. Additionally at least two spots will be available for each of the Women’s Series tournaments and an open-field event for the women.

As the Bowling Capital of the World it is time for all area bowlers to stand up and show the rest of the world how much bowling is part of the fabric of our local society. More details on how you can participate will follow.
