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START OF A NEW SEASON

This is the start of a new and exciting season. With every new season come a variety of challenges including new teams to replace those that have moved on or leagues that have less teams than anticipated.

It is very important that new teams are welcomed by the existing teams. The strongest leagues are those that have a competitive spirit along with sportsmanship. So if you’re one of the returning teams why not go up to the new kids on the block and simply say “Hi we’re glad you’re here and if there’s anything we can do to help please let us know.”

For those leagues that maybe have lost a few teams, there’s still hope. Just because the season has started doesn’t mean you can’t add on. Encourage everyone in the league to talk it up among their circle of friends and co-workers. You’d be surprised how the situation can improve with a little work from everyone. Don’t forget to talk with your proprietor about calls they may have had. Most of all don’t be afraid of asking for help. A strong league is a benefit to all.

Generally speaking each league has a signed contract with the bowling center they bowl at. This contract is a legal and binding agreement that spells out the terms of the agreement. Some of the terms include price, number of teams, number of weeks, starting date, ending date and any other agreed upon items.

When something changes which affects the contract it is imperative that the league officials immediately enter into discussions with their proprietor to resolve. Failure to communicate can cause some serious problems.

Let’s have a great season!

CHANGES FOR THE FALL

There are five new rule changes that may affect league operations in the 2009-2010 season. In all cases leagues will be been given the flexibility to adopt these rules otherwise the USBC rule would be followed.

USBC Rule 105 gives the league the flexibility for vacancy scores just as they are for absentee scores. Under previous rules a vacancy score would never be reduced as an absentee score generally is. With this rule a league can adopt a rule which would treat a vacancy score as an absentee score is.

USBC Rule 107(c) allows a team using a substitute to be eligible for all high team prizes unless the league has a rule otherwise.

USBC Rule 109(a) allows leagues the expanded flexibility to decide the minimum number for a legal line-up.

USBC Rule 113(a) allows leagues to adopt a rule to declare co-champions.

USBC Rule 113(b) allows leagues the opportunity to decide what type of tiebreaker best suits its needs.

NEW THINGS TO BE AWARE OF

Each new bowling season brings changes and this year is no different.

First thing to be aware of is that the high score application for those bowlers who roll a 300 game, 800 series or 900 series changed significantly this year. If the bowler selects a ring there are now several new options to customize the ring. 
In order to minimize confusion and get the award to the bowler as soon as possible BOTH SIDES of the form must be completed. The ring size and customization options are on the back side of the form. When faxing both pages must be faxed in. This is critical to avoid unnecessary delays in processing. 

There is a simplified honor score award form on a single side for those not upgrading their award at www.mdusbc.com under Forms.
The standard USBC youth membership for the fall will include a bowling jersey. Again it is critical that when the youth membership application cards are completed the SIZE must be indicated on the application. Applications without shirt sizes will cause delays in getting the shirts to the youth bowler.

Speaking of the youth program, reservations will be taken for the MDUSBC Youth Tournament starting Sept. 14. This will give coaches and program directors the opportunity to schedule dates and times for the tournament in advance rather than putting down a date and hoping to get it. In order to keep the date and time reserved the entries must be paid for by Dec. 11.
CONGRATULATIONS TO NEW HALL OF FAME ELECTEES

Congratulations to Betty Trimper, Jerry Penxa, Dave Tulak, Ed Austreng, Harley Trumbull Jr., Jan Willson and Joe Guotana on their election to the prestigious Detroit Bowling Hall of Fame. 

Each earned their well deserved honor with long time commitment to bowling and performance in the sport in Metro Detroit.

LEAGUE CERTIFICATIONS COMING IN

Has your league certified on time this year? Each year a number of leagues don't attend to this requirement and lose precious benefits as a result. This is the time of year that all leagues should be sure that your certification application, membership application cards and money has been turned in to the Metro Detroit USBC Association. One of the key points for leagues to be eligible for full bonding and award protection is to file your certification application within 30 days of the league start date. If you have a question about whether your league application has been filed please call the Association office at (888) 753-6350. 

MDUSBC TOURNAMENTS

The MDUSBC Kickoff Classic will take place on Oct. 3-4 at Sterling Lanes in Sterling Heights. The event is open to men and women with two divisions, Open and Women’s.

Each division will bowl eight games of qualifying on Saturday, Oct. 3 with the top players coming back on Oct. 4 for match play with bonus pins culminating in a stepladder final to determine the champion of each division.

The entry fee is $150 for the Open division and $85 for the Women’s division.

The defending champion of the Open division is Terence Haines.

Once again this year the MDUSBC will offer an Adult/Youth Tournament. The event will be a doubles format with the teams competing for scholarship money only. 

One adult MDUSBC member and one youth MDUSBC member constitute a team.

The cost to enter is $30 per team. 

The tournament will be held Oct. 4 and Oct. 11 at Country Lanes in Farmington with squads at 10 a.m. and 1 p.m.

On Saturday, Oct. 24 the MDUSBC Junior Masters will be contested at Country Lanes in Farmington. This is a scratch event and a Junior Gold qualifier open to MDUSBC youth bowlers.

The event starts at 10 a.m. with a cost of $45 to enter.

For more information on the MDUSBC tournaments call the MDUSBC office at (888) 753-6350.

