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IT IS THAT TIME OF YEAR AGAIN

The call for league bowling is in the air.

If you are not signed up for a league as yet, why not call your local bowling center and inquire about openings. Every bowling center will help place you in a league, which matches your skill and interest level.

League bowling is the most reasonably priced recreational opportunity a person can have. For an average of $12-$18 each league session you can enjoy the physical exercise the sport provides, the camaraderie of being with others with like interests and the competition.

Speaking of the physical exercise the game provides, make sure to stretch those muscles before competition so you don't end up on the disabled list. Be sure to get to your league session a few minutes early and throw a few practice balls.

If you haven't bowled for a while, like since last spring, visit your local bowling center and work on your mechanics. By doing this you won't be surprised when that first league session comes.

If you are unsure about joining a league, encourage one of your friends to join with you. This can make the experience much more pleasant.

Bowling centers offer leagues at every level of competition. There are leagues for all women, all men, mixed and youth leagues at virtually all local centers.

For parents this is the chance to get your children involved in the game that you probably enjoyed in your youth. In addition to youth leagues there are also many family leagues, where youth bowl with adults. There is much flexibility built into these league structures to accommodate every family's needs.

Nearly all bowling centers offer a youth program. Even if your local center has not had one in the past, check with the center personnel about their current programs.

Local bowling centers have done a tremendous job of keeping up with the times. The summer time is when your local bowling center prepares for the busy fall winter season. 

I have visited several local bowling centers and I recommend that you do the same. Many have made improvements during the summer to enhance your bowling experience.

The United States Congress (USBC) offers certified organizational support for leagues. The annual cost is very nominal and only has to be paid in one league to be covered in your other local leagues.

Annual membership in the USBC through the Metro Detroit USBC is $19.

The USBC through the MDUSBC offers league structure support, standardized rules, bonding, awards program; standardization of the equipment used and recognized league averages. The MDUSBC also offers our own brand of local awards program and other opportunities only available to our members.

The MDUSBC will continue to offer a new improved plastic membership card direct mailed to each bowler, tournaments, charitable causes, bonding program, an improved awards program, discount opportunities and a $20 savings on a purchase of $150 or more at participating pro shops. 

Your best value in sports is still certification, as it has been for over 100 years.

EVENT LOCATIONS FOR 2010-2011 SEASON

The 2010-2011 season promises to be very busy with 11 tournaments on the schedule. Bowling tournaments can be very rewarding so you should plan your schedule around some of our events.

The MDUSBC Adult / Youth Tournament will be held Sunday, Oct. 3 and Oct. 10 with two squads each day at Classic Lanes in Rochester Hills. Parents this is a great opportunity to do something with your kids and maybe win some scholarship dollars for your youth bowler.

The MDUSBC Junior Masters will be contested Saturday, Oct. 30 at Royal Lanes in Warren. If you are a youth bowler why not step up to the challenge and bowl against the best in our association in this scratch event.
For those over the age of 60 the MDUSBC Super Senior Masters will take place Nov. 6-7 at Royal Lanes in Warren. This scratch event is open to all members of the association 60 years of age and older.

The ever popular MDUSBC Queens will be held on Sunday, Dec. 5 at Shelby Lanes in Shelby Township. This scratch event features the best female bowlers in the association with six games of qualifying and match play.

The MDUSBC 500 Club tournament is a fun time for women bowlers in our association and will take place on Sunday, Dec. 12 at Classic Lanes in Rochester Hills. The only requirement is that the female bowler must have bowled a 500 series in her lifetime and be ready to have a good time.

Once the calendar turns over to 2011 the action really heats up. 

The MDUSBC Youth City Tournament will take place on Sundays in January and February at Sunnybrook Lanes in Sterling Heights. Over $15,000 in scholarship money is awarded each year to the top youth bowlers in our association through this event.

One of the premier events in our association will be held in January, when the MDUSBC Masters is held at Astro Lanes in Madison Heights. This event runs two weekends with 10 games of qualifying on the first weekend and match play the second weekend. This is an event that every top bowler in our association points to and wants on their resume.

Once the calendar turns to February it’s time for the MDUSBC Women’s Championship and MDUSBC Open Championship. These two events will once again be held at the same center, Astro Lanes in Madison Heights, at the same time. Get your reservations and entries in early to make sure you don’t get shut out.

The MDUSBC Senior Masters is open to all association bowlers 50 years of age and older in mid February. The site this year will be Thunderbowl Lanes in Allen Park. One day of qualifying is followed by two days of match play to crown the champion.

The final event of the season is the MDUSBC Senior Team event. Bronco Lanes in Warren will be the host on two Saturdays in March. This team event is open to all USBC members over the age of 55 and promises to be fun filled.

Thanks to Turbo 2-N-1 Grips for sponsoring the Junior Masters, Super Senior Masters, Queens, Masters and Senior Masters. Their support is very much appreciated.

CHANGES FOR THE FALL

There are three new rule changes that may affect league operations in the 2010-2011 season. 

USBC Rule 102(c)(3) requires that bank statements be sent to the league president. In the past a copy of the bank statement should have been given to the president, now it requires that it be sent to the league president. With online banking it should be quite easy to set up the bank account for online access for all signers on the bank account. This would be the best way to be in compliance.

USBC Rule 102(f)(7) requires that financial records must be maintained for at least one year from the completion of the season. This would include all bank statements, financial reports, envelopes, etc.

USBC Rule 111(c) now states that requests for postponements must be made prior to the schedule time of bowling. We’ve had several questions about this and leagues need to remember that all postponements requests do not have to be granted. In fact only those requests where a team cannot field a legal line-up should even be considered.

SQUAD ORGANIZER FORMAT CHANGE

The MDUSBC has always had a squad organizer prize for those that organized 10 teams of more. These individuals are paid $10 for each team organized.

Starting in the 2010-2011 season this will be figured based on the total number of teams of 10 or more organized for the Women’s and Open Championships.

In addition those organizers that put together six to nine teams a $50 bonus will be paid.

We have several dedicated squad organizers that organize team for both tournaments and now with this change they can be duly rewarded for their efforts.

