Bowling Banquet Is More Than Just A Party
In response to Libbi’s article, “Coming of Spring signals end of bowling season” about the lack of bowling banquets any more, I think it is a shame that so many leagues don’t see the benefit of having a celebration at the end of the season. Going out with a big party makes everyone feel like members of an extended family and gives them a reason to come back each year to be part of something special.

I am proud to say that the Guys and Dolls league at Continental Lanes in Roseville has a fabulous bowling banquet at the end of every season. As league secretary for 15 out of the last 25 years, I believe that our banquets are partially responsible for bringing back a core of, at least, 12 teams every year. Although we do vote on it at our league meeting and a few new members occasionally vote it down, once they are outvoted and come to the festivities, they are hooked!

Our weekly 50/50 drawing usually brings in enough money to pay for the banquet and throughout the year we collect donations, to use as door prizes, from our bowlers as well as local businesses. Donations are gift certificates, baskets, liquor, jewelry etc. The members use it to promote their businesses or showcase their exceptional talents. One year we had so many prizes that every single league member went home with a gift! We average approximately 84 attendees every year, which is over 100% participation.

Guys and Dolls always form a banquet committee to be in charge of the hall, decorations, seating and set-up. The theme of the night is reflected on all of the tables and walls. We start with a delicious dinner and drinks. The officers then make a presentation of trophies, money, and special honors. Special honors can be something positive like “Most Valuable Player” or the opposite like “Season’s Biggest Pain”. Afterwards, all the awards for a great bowling season are presented, usually wrapped up in ‘loot’ bags with their names and scores.

Once the ceremony is over, the real fun begins. Our DJ, Ed, has followed us from hall to hall for a decade and insists he would not miss our banquet. We dance the night away and between sets have our own league members do some entertaining. Last year, to the tune of “Feel Like a Woman!” a couple of local talents did a routine to “Feel Like A Bowler.” The year before it was-“I Got Bowling” to the tune of “I Got You Babe”. One of our members also runs her own special “Bowling For Dollars” game with a plastic ball and pins. With all this, in addition to door prize and 50/50 drawings, we usually have to push the revelers out the door at the midnight hour.

Prize money is consumable and forgotten, but a festive gathering that brings people together will bring bowlers back, along with family and friends. Attracting new members and retaining current bowlers is essential to the success of league bowling. Having an awards banquet at the end of the season is a wonderful step toward attaining those goals. 
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