Spring is in the Air!

As I write this column, it is a beautiful day in Michigan!  I have my windows open, and I have worked in my flower garden removing all of the dead stuff from last winter’s ravage.  I can already see the beginning of new life taking form.  Spring is a wonderful time for new growth and new beginnings.

In bowling, it is usually an ending.  The long season, usually 28-34 weeks, is coming to an end…gratefully if you are near the bottom of the standings.  April usually brings position rounds which will determine the league champions.  In leagues which have split-seasons, it is a time of roll-offs where the first half winner bowls against the second-half winner to determine the league champions.  Sometimes this is a very exciting night.  In many leagues, it is also a fun night, where the rest of the league may bowl a high-low doubles or singles tournament while the roll-off is being conducted.  

When bowling was at its height in the 1980’s and 90’s, everyone had a bowling banquet at the end of the season.  Some were very lavish, where people got dressed up, had nice dinners and dancing.  When I bowled the Eddie Coy’s Ladies Classic at the old Motor Lanes and then Luxury Lanes, we had the BEST banquets ever!

My friend Linda Prill and I were the banquet chairmen for many years.  Each year we had a theme.  We had a country western night where everyone dressed the part.

We had a Mad Hatter’s Ball where everyone wore some kind of hat, the imagination of some of these women were unbelievable.  We had so many people not in our league that PAID to come to our banquets because they were so much fun.  The past president of Detroit Women’s Bowling Association, Agnes Ekstrom loved our banquets.  And she and her team dressed up for the theme just like all of the “youngsters”, as she used to say.  I remember during our International Theme, our championship team one year, Kathy Lazenby as captain, came in tuxedos as Jet Setters!   At that same banquet, Zos’ Wopinsky dressed up as a bag lady and when someone pulled into the parking lot, they were going to give her some money! I wore a toga to that party with a wreath in my hair as a Greek Goddess…it was a long time ago!  We had one banquet that was to be movies.  Tina Mikolowski and I went as the Blues Brothers.  So many of the ladies got into the themes so much, it was like Halloween every year.  What fun!  Linda and I also used to buy the small wooden bowling pins and Linda would write each bowler’s name and high game they shot that season on the pin.  She had the steadier hand.  Great memories, great pictures.
We don’t have banquets anymore.  The bowlers now come to be paid off.  We do usually have karaoke that night and some of the ladies hang out for a while.  Not quite the same, though.  

I only have heard of a few leagues which still have banquets.  It is costly, time-consuming in our very busy lives and someone has to take charge and put it together in order for it to be something to remember.  Most bowlers just want the prize money, not necessarily the camaraderie that comes with wearing a mixing bowl with spatulas and spoons hanging from it for the Mad Hatter’s Ball.

I hope that you all had a great season this year.  Please invite someone back next year who has left the game or maybe never bowled in a league before.  Who knows, they may plan your next banquet!

Happy Spring!!!
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