Great Success for Women’s Bowling
The weekend of August 14th saw great competitive women’s bowling return to the Motor City.  But this time is was not the PBA in town for the World Series of Bowling, as it was last year.  This year, the Thunderbowl Ladies Open made its debut as a creation of two of Metro Detroit’s talented lady bowlers in their own right.  Novella Daniels and Angela Wilt created this event, marketed it through all of the people they know, including “friends” on Facebook, and garnered sponsorship of the event from Motiv and Thunderbowl Lanes.  I would like to provide the press release as presented by Novella Daniels:

Angela and I hosted the Thunderbowl Ladies Open at Thunderbowl Lane in Allen Park, MI, this past weekend and it was a “Great Success” according to the people who participated.  We caught the interest of 51 women to bowl the event and their locations were as far as Black Hawk, South Dakota (a 20 hour drive) and as close as Garden City, MI (a 2 minute drive) with two participants coming from Canada.  Their abilities and styles ranged greatly as well as their tenacity.  The field consisted of former PWBA members, Teams USA members, collegiate bowlers, All-American Jr. bowlers, Jr. Team USA, Detroit Queens champion, Michigan Queens champion and some great local competition.  

We began this opportunity after a long conversation about the fact that there aren’t enough scratch events for women unless they were to compete with the men.  Our goal was to promote ladies’ bowling as well as create something that will last for a long time to come.  We designed the event with our own desires in mind.  Seeing that we are competitive bowlers ourselves, our thought pattern just ran wild and it helped that Angela is right handed and I am left handed.  We were able to put out a shot that was fair and played fairly for all parties.  None of this could have occurred without the help of Motiv and Thunderbowl Lanes (our sponsors) as well as the behind the scenes help of Greg Daniels (Thunderbowl Lanes Manager), Edwin Brown, Natalie Gerlach, Jeff Higbee, Dave Jacobs, Gerald “Stroker” Johnson, Mike McCormick, Ernie Segura, Nannetta “Sugar” Thomas, Len Waller, Geopray White, and Scott Sterbenz (our camera man and husband of Michelle), Linda Pitera for making the awesome bowling towels, and Metro Detroit USBC for doing a mailing for us.

The Ladies bowled two five game blocks on Saturday, August 14, 2010, then the field was cut to the top 50% (26 bowlers).  The high qualifier was Jacqui Reese of Roseto, PA (2253) and Erin Williams of Warren, MI was our cut with 1880.  The field included 10 bowlers from Michigan and 7 of them were MDUSBC members.  These 26 Ladies bowled another 5 game block on Sunday morning to decide our top 10 (cashers).  After 15 games the field was lead by Jennifer Petrick of Canton, OH with a score of 3397 and the 10th position was Team Canada member, Robin Orlikowski of Grand Rapids, MI with 3099 prevailing by 5 pins over former Jr. Team USA member Lindsey Coulles of Centerville, OH with 3094.  The top 10 Ladies then moved to the infamous “Arena” to bowl their last 5 game qualifying block before cutting to the top 5 for the step ladder finals.  The top two spots went back and forth after each game between Jennifer Petrick and Liz Johnson of Buffalo, NY with Liz prevailing to the #1 spot.  But, the most interesting spots were 4th and 5th because it came down to the 10th frame of game 20 for 3 ladies and only 2 could advance.  First, Jacqui Reese left a pocket 7-10 in the 10th to ensure a spot in the top 5 and Cassandra Leuthold (University of Nebraska grad) of Black Hawk, SD left a stone 8 pin to miss the final spot by only 8 pins over Cheryl Daniels of West Bloomfield, MI who also opened in the 10th frame.  

In the stepladder finals, in the first match Jacqui Reese defeated Cheryl Daniels 221-171.  The 2nd match found Trisha Reid defeating Jacqui Reese 227-194 and the third match Jennifer Petrick defeated Trisha Reid 244-213.  The championship match crowned Liz Johnson as the inaugural winner, defeating Jennifer Petrick 247-213.

Many of the bowlers responded afterwards to Novella and Angela regarding the tournament.

Josie Bashara:  I really did have such a great time at this tournament! It was such an awesome experience to the make cut at my first adult singles tournament, I couldn't ask for a better outcome. I met some outstanding bowlers and learned A LOT... from every one of them. I mean I made the cut bowling with some of the best bowlers out there: Liz Johnson, Jodi Woessner, Cheryl Daniels, people from Team USA, and Jr. Team USA. Not many people get to experience that and I really couldn't have done it without Angela Wilt though! She gave me a great opportunity and I couldn't be happier. =D Also, thanks to all the people who came out to watch and support! It definitely made my weekend
Stephanie Leuthold:   A huge thanks to Angela, Novella, Motiv and Thunderbowl for an awesome tournament. Most definitely worth the 20 hour drive to watch these women compete!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! Hope others will offer and sponsor women's bowling events.

Julie Oczepek:   Thank you Novella & Angela for a great tournament and giving women the opportunity to compete. You both did a wonderful job organizing the event. Also, thank you to Motiv & Thunderbowl for sponsoring the Tournament. I look forward to next year!  

Robin Crawford-Orlikowski: @ Julie O - I couldn't have said it better!! Thanks everyone for their hard work and dedication to women's bowling.
Terri Bollinger :  I just wanted to let you know the tournament was one of the best run tournaments that I have seen for a long time.  It was very enjoyable.......although I'd love to take back my first 5 games....LOL!
  I hope that you will do it again next year......looking forward to it already!

Melanie F William:   Really enjoyed the challenge. Made me want to learn more about other shots other than a standard house shot .... Thanks Novella and Angela. I hope u do it again!!

Darlene Mud Youngs Gunter:  Had a great time bowling in the 1st Annual Thunderbowl Ladies Open today. A big thanks to Novella & Angela for all their hard work!! See you all tomorrow for more good times and friendships.

Jodi Woessner: finished 8th in the Thunderbowl Ladies tourney. Dug deep today to make the cut to cash but couldn't get to the top 5. Great job Angela & Novella!

A big thank you to Novella, Angela, Motiv, and the Thunderbowl family for making this a wonderful event for women bowlers.  Good luck with the tournament next year, same weekend, same place.  Spread the word, let’s support this great event!!!

Libbi Fletcher, Director
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