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I GOT MY STEMWARE!!!

Having served on the Detroit Women’s Bowling Association Board for 20 years, and serving on the Tournament Committee nearly every year, working the city tournament was something I always enjoyed.  In the late 80’s, our tournament ran six weekends and we had hundreds of teams, topping 1000 at our peak.  It was always fun seeing some of the ladies each year, seeing what cool bowling shirts they would come up with, as well as their team names for the tournament.  

As a lane representative, I had visited many of the ladies leagues inviting them to come and bowl the tournament.  I also visited many mixed leagues, encouraging the ladies in those leagues to put a team together for the tournament, as many did not know that they could bowl the Women’s tournament because they bowled in a mixed league.  

Each year the ladies enjoyed receiving a “gift” for participating in the tournament.  Our committee would survey our bowlers occasionally and ask them what they liked to receive.  Lapel pins always won, hands down.  So even as we have evolved into Metro Detroit USBC, we are still challenged with coming up with a new design to give the participants each year.  This year’s pin carries the Old English D…thanks to Mark Martin!  You certainly know the Tiger fans when they receive their pins…big grins and big thanks!

But the most prevalent prize at our tournament, aside from winning a title or money in the tournament is the instant gratification of winning your “stemware”.  Beginning with DWBA, bowlers who shot a 200 game received a wine glass for their accomplishment.  At one time, we changed to a rock glass instead.  We also added a shot glass if you shot 199 and fell a little short of your 200 game.  The ladies loved it.

In an effort to control costs, we eliminated the glasses for a few years.  Well, they are back and the ladies love it.  

Since we have so many great bowlers in our area, we had to make an adjustment to the criteria for earning a glass.  You have to bowl a 200, but be over your average.  Also to accommodate our lower average bowlers, if they shoot 50 over their average, without hitting 200, they still receive a glass.  

There is a lot of pressure when you get to your final game of singles competition, your 9th game of the weekend and you don’t have your stemware!  You hear it all down the lanes, “did you get your stemware yet”.  It is a goal of many ladies.

My very good friend, Cheryl Sienkiewicz, just began bringing her team to the tournament with my squad last year.  They cross with my team.  We have known each other for over 30 years, and she is just hilarious.  So when Cheryl did not earn her stemware this year, she took matters into her own hands and made her own (see picture).  Everyone loved it!!!  It was made out of a bowling flyer, losing 50/50 raffle tickets, and her beer coaster!  I am sure next year, Cheryl will earn her stemware, but if she doesn’t…I am sure she will come up with something!
To all of you lady bowler who participated in the tournament this year, thanks!  For those of you who missed it, please bring a team next year when we will be bowling at Astro Lanes in Madison Heights.  I hope you get your stemware!

Libbi.fletcher@mdusbc.com
