Become a Volunteer!

What is a volunteer?

vol-uh
The USBC depends on its small army of volunteers who work mostly behind the scenes, implementing services that make your bowling experience fun, exciting and fair. 
The United States Bowling Congress has a national network of about 35,000 USBC volunteers who manage more than 3,100 USBC local and state associations across the country. 
They provide the following services to bowling centers and leagues near you: 

· Managing and operating USBC local and state tournaments.

· Administering, processing and reporting bowler information, tournament scores, award requests and association board data.

· Promoting the sport of bowling through association Web sites, newsletters, news releases and public relations committees.

· Recruiting new USBC members, particularly youth bowlers.

· Offering local training and education opportunities.

· Running fund-raising events for charities.

Locally, the Metro Detroit USBC utilizes volunteers, as well.  Our Board of Directors is made up of 17 people, five of which are representatives of the Youth Committee.  The largest group of volunteers is our association coordinators and lane representatives.  Since we have nearly 90 bowling centers in our market, we have to rely on any and all help we can get from people would wish to volunteer on behalf of the association.  Currently, there are nearly 80 such volunteers in our program.
The Association Coordinators are responsible for specific centers, and are charged with enlisting lane representatives for each of those centers.  Depending upon the size of the bowling center, sometimes more than one representative is required.

Currently, once a year, usually in July, the association conducts training sessions for coordinators and lane representatives.  Those who are new to the program get the appropriate training and those returning volunteers receive a refresher course, as well as updates to current rule changes, USBC updates, and tournament information.  I would like to thank Tom McKay, Roy Biggs, and Mark Martin who have conducted these training sessions for the past 3 years.
One of the first tasks of the season is to present information at the many League Officer workshops that the bowling centers schedule during late July and all of August to get prepared for the new bowling season.  This year, we have over 30 of these workshops scheduled, with as many as (8) on the same day!!!  During the workshop, the lane representatives are responsible for educating league officers on their duties, bringing updates from USBC with regard to rule changes, etc., and updates on tournaments and events that are scheduled by Metro Detroit USBC.  

During the season, the lane representative should try to attend league meetings, present honor score awards as requested, visit the leagues in their centers, provide tournament entry forms for all of the tournaments and promote those tournaments personally to the leagues.  

As you can see, it is a very important job for the association and more volunteers are always needed.  If being a lane representative doesn’t sound like your cup of tea, perhaps you could assist the association in another capacity, such as volunteer to assist at one of our many tournaments.  We can always use a hand selling merchandise and 50/50 tickets and ball raffles and lane monitors.  Or perhaps you have a special place in your heart for our charities.

If so, you can volunteer for our events to Support our Troops through the Bowlers to Veteran’s Link fundraiser that we hold in November or our Bowl for the Cure events in February.

If you would like to volunteer as a lane representative or for one of our events, please contact Mark Martin at mark.martin@mdusbc.com or 248-443-2695.  

