Good Sportsmanship!
I bowl in the Luxury Ladies Invitational Classic at Luxury Lanes in Ferndale.  This league was formed after the All Star Bowlerettes split up and went to Cloverlanes, then Plaza Lanes.  The league is not a scratch league anymore, but went to 50% handicap, and is now 70% handicap.

Back in the day, there was an incredible lady who worked for Luxury as a manager.  Cheryl McGowan was a great worker, a great manager, a friend to all who came in the center.  She was Mom to a great bowler, Alicia McGowan Himmler, who we all watched come up through the youth leagues, and then into the ladies leagues as a very good bowler and still is.

Cheryl lost her battle to cancer at a very young age.  For many of us, it was probably our first experience with losing a “friend” so early in life.  For those who bowled so many years at Luxury Lanes and Paul Stuart and his staff, it was devastating.

To honor this lady, the league created the Cheryl McGowan Sportsmanship Award.  This award is presented at the end of the season each year, voted on by league members, to a member of the league.  Past winners include Leona Obuchowski, Marge Lewis, Kathy Lazenby, and this year, I am the proud recipient of this award.

The plaque reads as follows:  For exemplifying the ideal image of a “Good Sport” through ability, congeniality, dedication and generosity as chosen by her peers.  

I accept this award with great humility, but also with great responsibility.  I do try to be a good sport, although I am very competitive and do want to win.  Because of this league and its members, my ability has certainly gotten better.  I have always believed that when you bowl with better bowlers, you become a better bowler.  I posted my highest yearbook average in 2008-09 season thanks to bowling with Nicole Idziak-Owsley on my team and helping me so much on the lanes. I have always watched and learned as I have had the privilege to bowl with some of the greats and many Hall of Fame members.
Congeniality…I love people!  With the ladies in this league, it is so easy to be friendly with this group.  I have always felt that it doesn’t cost a thing to be nice and what you give is what you get.

Well, for anyone who knows me, dedication is just what I do.  Bowling has been a major part of my life now for over 25 years.  I love the sport, the people who are dedicated to the sport and it has brought joy to my life.  I have met incredible people, both here in Michigan and nationally, that have become very special friends.  It is a tremendous amount of work, and it is forfeiting vacation time and events you have to miss sometimes, and sometimes money out of my pocket.  But it is truly what I love, and enjoy being involved in every phase of the sport.
What truly makes this award special is the last part of the statement on the plaque…chosen by her peers.  That means the world to me that the ladies I bowl with think that I deserve this honor!  
Thanks to all of you!  Thanks to Paul Stuart for hanging this award in the center where my name is alongside some very special ladies who have been honored before me.  Thanks to Alicia for sharing her mom with us for the short time she was on this earth.  

I am honored, humbled, and very proud to be this year’s recipient and I will hold it near and dear to my heart.

Do you have a sportsmanship award in your league?  Consider it.
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