I am writing this article from El Paso, Texas where I will be competing in the USBC Women’s Championship Tournament over the weekend.
But prior to arriving here, I made a stop in Arlington, Texas to witness the USBC Hall of Fame Induction Ceremonies. This would be the first ceremonies not conducted during the USBC Convention week, and also the first one held outside as is done for the football hall of fame in Canton, Ohio and the baseball hall of fame in Cooperstown, N.Y.

The events began on Tuesday with tours of the International Bowling Campus, including the International Bowling Hall of Fame and Museum, the offices of the campus, and the International Training and Research Center. It is truly incredible seeing the Olympic Rings on the building and the words “Member of the United States Olympic Committee” underneath. I have written in past articles of my dream to have OUR sport recognized as a medal sport someday in the Olympics. This lovely view brought a tear to my eye for sure.

Tuesday evening, a dinner was held at the City Club in Fort Worth for the honorees and guests. It began with a shuttle bus picking up everyone at the hotels and driving for over an hour and a half before we got  there!! The new technology allowed back-seat driving to go an en entirely new level! When the bus driver got on the wrong course, everyone’s iPhone with their GPS told him he was going the wrong way!!! But we did get there, and it was a lovely dinner and a lovely presentation by Nelson “Bo” Burton, Jr. of the inductees. It only took us fifteen minutes to get home, with a NEW driver!

On Wednesday, a luncheon was provided on campus and then we all moved outside for the induction under big white tents (just in case). Nearly 20 current Hall of Fame members were each introduced by emcee Bo Burton, Jr.

Betty Barnes from Reno, Nevada was inducted for Meritorious Service. As she told her story of her journey in bowling, I realized that I had traveled a lot of that journey with her. As she described taking that first walk down center aisle at a WIBC convention, butterflies were in my stomach just thinking about it! Then her first time leading the flags in as the WIBC Sergeant-at-Arms, no on did it better. It was great memories from a great lady who is so deserving and so humble.
John Handegard was the next induction in the Veteran category. I had the pleasure to sit with him and his wife at lunch. He is truly my new inspiration. Here is a gentleman who worked very diligently at his game and only found success when he hit the PBA Senior Tour. I told him that he is now my inspiration going into this USBC tournament this weekend. I hope to make him proud.

Kim Terrell-Kearney is certainly one of my favorite bowling and one of my favorite people. I just reached in my purse and got the Kleenex as soon as she went to the microphone. She is such a competitor and coach, and a great speaker, but such a good person. She was so humbled by her inductions and so thankful to so many people. Previously, she coached the Delaware State bowling team and her Hornets drove all the way to Texas to be there with her on her special day. I know it meant so much to her and her husband, Eric to have family, friends and students there. She is quite a lady!
The final induction was Marshall Holman. It is thrilling to hear those PBA players tell their stories of having to write “hot” checks to get home when they didn’t make the cut and had no money left. Who doesn’t remember watching bowling on Saturday afternoon and seeing Marshall and his antics? Marshall asked everyone to continue to pray for Mark Roth as he tries to rehabilitate from his stroke. He and his wife are successful business owners now, and run Liberty Tax service offices and are the 2nd most successful in the United States.

The day culminated following a reception with the bowling of the U.S. Women’s Open held in the International Training and Research Center. What a lineup!!! Liz Johnson, Kelly Kulick, Clara Guerrero, Lynda Barnes and Carolyn Dorin-Ballard! As I am sure you have heard already, Kelly won again! She is having the most incredible year ever! She is a gracious winner and a true champion.

Next year the Hall of Fame inductions will take place during Bowl Expo / USBC Convention week in Grapevine, Texas near Arlington. It was truly an honor to have been able to experience this history in the making and I can’t wait to see how it goes next year when there could be thousands in attendance, which the inductees so deserve.

If you get to Texas for your summer vacations this year, please go visit YOUR Hall of Fame and Museum and the ITRC. You will be so proud!
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