Collegiate bowling is quite an adventure and at the same time is also a learning experience. My name is Jeremy Dixson, and I have been a Metro Detroit bowler since the age of 5. I came to Saginaw Valley State University in the fall of 2007. My main reason for coming to this school is not only because it was close to home, but because it had a great bowling program. Before I came in 2007, Saginaw Valley State men’s bowling team had won back to back national championships. Daniel Dorion is the coach of the program. He has been coaching since 1991. 

The program has 4 national titles under its belt. However, college bowling is an experience that every young adult should go through. First, you meet a great number of new people from all over the country. Second, you travel everywhere in the country. Next, you will receive great coaching as well as bowling on difficult sport patterns.  When I first came to Saginaw Valley State, I was a 180 Sport average bowler. But after three years of confidence and experience, I have raised my average to become a 200 average bowler. This feat was difficult because it took a lot of dedication and hard work. 

Saginaw Valley State has not won a title since I have been a bowler on the team, yet we have come close each year. In 2008, we finished third, and in 2009 we finished second on national television. This year was by far the most interesting year for us Cardinals. We won our first conference event in September, but did not win any other collegiate events until our conference championships in April. We had a difficult season this year due to our lack of confidence, and we also lost a great asset to our team due to injury,  Dan MacLelland. Dan was captain of the team for my first two years. He was College Bowling’s Player of the Year for three out of his four years. We knew that he would be a huge loss to the team with his departure. After winning conference championships in April, we sat down as a team and talked amongst ourselves to figure out what it would take for us to become confident and win a national title. We were the fifth ranked team in the country at the time. 

Nonetheless, in order for a team to compete for the national title, you have to make it out of Sectionals. Sectionals are when the top 64 teams around the country, men and women, are sent to 4 different cities.  There are 16 teams of each gender in each sectional.  The format for the sectional tournament is 64 Baker games. The top 4 men’s and women’s teams from each sectional go on to compete for the national title. We were sent to the sectional tournament in Chattanooga, Tennessee. A lot of the media, coaches, and other players thought we were not going to make it out of our sectional because of the complicated season we had before coming here. We knew that it would take a lot of commitment on the lanes in order for us to achieve our goal and make it to national tournament. After the 64 Baker games, we ended up on top defeating Lindenwood University.


After winning our sectional, we had more than enough confidence that we could compete and possibly win a national title. But we knew that we still had our work cut out for us as we were competing against the other top ranked schools in the country.   We practiced hard every week until it was time to go to the national tournament. The Intercollegiate Team Championships were held in El Paso, Texas.  The ITC’s format consists of 32 qualifying Baker games on Thursday, and it will seed the 16 teams based on total pinfall.  After qualifying, the 16 teams are split into two brackets of 8 teams. They then bowl best 4 out 7 Baker games in match play. It is double elimination. 


The Saginaw Valley State team had a tough bracket to make it through if we were going to be successful. We knew that in order for us to compete for the national championship on television, we would have to defeat the back to back champion Wichita State Shockers. In round one, Saginaw Valley took on William Paterson and defeated them 4-1. Next, Saginaw Valley faced the University of Nebraska and swept this team. The third round is when Saginaw Valley was put to the test as we had to face Wichita State. Sadly, Wichita State won the series 4-1.  We then knew as a team that we had to work harder and win every match in order to win the title. Friday night, Saginaw Valley took on Robert Morris in a loser go home match in the losers bracket with the winners coming back to bowl Wichita State Saturday morning. Saginaw Valley won the match 4-2. We then knew that we would have to go home and recuperate and prepare our minds to bowl against Wichita State for a second time. Saturday morning, it was down to the final four teams with the winners going on to bowl on national television for the Intercollegiate Team Championship. The final four men’s teams were Saginaw Valley, Wichita State, Calumet College of St. Joseph, and Lindenwood University. Saginaw Valley had to bowl Wichita State and in order for us to advance we had to beat Wichita in two series because they were undefeated. Surprisingly, Wichita State swept us (Saginaw Valley) to advance and win the national title against Calumet College of St. Joseph. 

Nevertheless, after the long road of dedication throughout the season we were satisfied with our third place finish. We were happy because a lot of people thought we would have never made it this far. We knew that we had a great season and had no reason to have our heads down. In conclusion, you can do anything you want to do if you put your mind to it. 

[image: image1.png]



