Happy Thanksgiving 
As I prepared to write this column, I realized it would be distributed the week before Thanksgiving and decided I would try to determine how Thanksgiving could relate to bowling.

Thanksgiving is a holiday to express thankfulness, gratitude, and appreciation to God, family and friends for which all have been blessed of material possessions and relationships.

Thankfulness – we have so much to be thankful for in this country.  That being said, in our sport, we can be thankful for so many incredible bowling centers in which to participate.  Here in Metro Detroit there are nearly 90 certified centers from Woodhaven to Oxford, and from Plymouth to Salt River, and all points in-between.  We can also be thankful that our association has a great working relationship with our proprietors and continue to work on programs to increase membership, increase participation, and create better players.  We can also be thankful for an incredible staff at our association office, who receives many calls from our league officers and bowlers for assistance, as well as association managers across the country that require assistance, input, and guidance from Mark Martin.  They are the best!
Gratitude – although our area has taken a big economic hit in the last few years, we have much to be grateful for.  It appears we are taking a turn towards recovery in our economy, although I still know many who are struggling.  Our sport will show this is membership numbers, I am sure.  But we are grateful for all of the bowlers who choose this sport as one of the extra activities to keep as part of their lives.  Many are not bowling as often as before, but they are still bowling.  Some of the youth bowlers have had to choose which sports they will participate in, but many still choose bowling.  We are grateful for the coaches who keep those kids interested in bowling, and the parents who drive them to their leagues and tournaments each and every week.  I am personally grateful to the United States Bowling Congress for all it does for our sport, our industry and for the knowledge that I gain by serving on the Board of Directors.  I learn something each and every meeting and I think it helps me to serve my bowlers that much better when I get home.
Appreciation- during each and every Hall of Fame dinner, many of the award winners first thank God for giving them the talent that has helped them reach their pinnacle of success.  Those of us who work so hard for the industry thank God for the energy, knowledge and those others who make us look so good.  All of us are so appreciative of our family and friends who understand that many times, bowling comes first.  We have to skip many functions, birthdays, holidays, etc. because we have tournaments, meetings, conventions, etc.   I am so appreciative to have made some of the most incredible friends through bowling.  Locally, I have the greatest teammates and members of my leagues who help my game, will support the causes that our association believes in, and will support us in the programs we introduce.  Nationally, I have been so blessed to have served with some of the most incredible people, especially women, in this sport.  They are my mentors, my friends, and feel like family to me.  I appreciate all of the lessons learned and continue to learn.  I have friends in bowling that go back more than 30 years, and I appreciate them all. I also appreciate my more than 800 friends on Facebook!  Most of them are because of bowling.  I learn what is going on with their bowling lives, and even personal lives, but I also know when they have had a great bowling night, how often they practice, and where their next tournament will be.   I also appreciate the ball manufacturers who have not only created the equipment, but have created the knowledge that goes along with the incredible array of bowling balls, shoes, lane equipment, grips, everything that goes into our sport.  They are not only manufacturers, but they are sponsors of events and bowlers and tournaments, they are supporters of USBC and their local associations.  Their philanthropic efforts are so appreciated for BVL, Bowl for the Cure, and our International Bowling Hall of Fame and Museum.  I am also appreciative of the pro shop owners who have struggled the past few years due to our economy, but are there when our bowlers need them, whether for new equipment, lessons, or just to chat about our games.  
Mostly, I am thankful for the nearly 70,000 certified members in the largest and best association in the United States Bowling Congress. 

We have a great sport in a great city in a great country.  

Thankfully Yours, 

Libbi Fletcher, Director

Metro Detroit USBC

