Simply the best!
On Sunday, October 17th, the Detroit Bowling Hall of Fame added four more very qualified recipients to the list of the best bowling has to offer here in the Motor City.  Novella Daniels, Mark Moore, Jerry Owczarski, and Paul Stuart were all inducted at DeCarlo’s Banquet Center. 

The evening began with our favorite emcee, Paul Gross, WDIV Meteorologist introducing the class of 2010.  

On a somber note, there was a moment of silence for Hall of Famer, Tony Lindemann who passed away last December, and Brother Vince Reyes from the Capuchin Soup Kitchen, who always attended and gave the invocation at the dinner.  Brother Jerry Smith attended from the Soup Kitchen and told a heart-warming story of his mom.  He grew up in Minnesota and his mother’s friends tried to convince her to come bowling.  Well, finally she did and after that every Monday afternoon was reserved for Mom’s bowling league.  His mother passed away five years ago, and his siblings all meet on the anniversary of her death and have a bowling party in her honor.

Novella Daniels was the first honoree presented by Edwin Brown.  He spoke of how Novella has taken a leadership role lately, and how she has matured.  He noted that it isn’t stated that she also bowled for Michigan State University.  Novella stated that her mother said she could participate in any sport she wanted, but once she was in, she couldn’t quit.  Her first year of bowling, she averaged 4.  She did not quit.  Her resume is now about four pages long, including local and state Queen’s titles, and many other honors.
Mark Moore was presented by his teammate Fred Bauss.  Fred shared stories of how intense Mark is on the lanes, except for the bet of kicking a bowling ball soccer style down the lane.  But a very emotional Fred told the story of how the team was struggling in the 2004 ABC National Championships, and Mark threw a 5 bagger and their team ended up winning an Eagle…three days after Mark’s wife was diagnosed with thyroid cancer.  Fred said Mark could shoot 600 in a parking lot!  Mark’s journey began as a youth and is one of the founding members of MJMA which no doubt will provide many hall of famer members in the future.  

Jerry Owczarski was presented by Mark Martin.  Mark stated one of Jerry’s highest qualities is his thoughtfulness to the administrative side of the game.  Jerry is still a lane inspector for MDUSBC.  At his first ABC Championship tournament, his doubles partner was Bob Chamberlain.  He now has competed in 39 of those championship events.  Jerry stated that during his tenure with GDBA, Mark Martin gave him two options; work the tournaments or bowl the tournaments.  He bowled most of them and bowled them quite well, and still does. 

Paul Stuart, owner of Luxury Lanes, was presented by Leona Obuchowski for Meritorious Service.  Leona told the story of how Paul was their paper boy in Ferndale as they grew up.  Paul later became a school teacher, and then in 1973 began buying out the owners of Luxury until it was totally his.  Paul is a great supporter of women’s bowling, Ferndale High School bowling, and the proprietor’s groups at all levels. 

Special awards were also presented, including the Tom McKay Award to Mark Voight for a lifetime of service to the sport of bowling.  Mark, owner of Community Bowling Centers, began by purchasing a center in Columbus, Ohio.  His first center in the Detroit area was Satellite Bowl in Dearborn.  At one time, Mark was the 3rd largest center owner, behind Brunswick and AMF.  He has sponsored over 35 high school bowling teams, raised over $15 million for charities and brought countless tournaments, including the WIBC Women’s Championships and NCAA Women’s Championship tournament to our area.  He stated that he has not done this alone, and thanked his wife Diane, daughters, Roger Philipi and his countless managers and team.

The Judge John D. Watts Award is presented to an honoree that has made outstanding contributions to the promotion of bowling.  Presented by Judge David Szymanski, Gloria McKenney is a very deserving recipient of this award.  She has worked with the TNBA as the Detroit Senate Secretary for countless years and the 600 Club as well.  Gloria also has been a great bowler, winning Michigan State Women’s Doubles, and WIBC All-Events.  The TNBA has named the Rodman Mixed Doubles in her name as a testament to her dedication to the sport.  Attending the dinner with Gloria were five (5) generations.  Her 95 year old mother down to her five year-old niece.  

The George Prybla Industry Award was presented to Tom Strobl by Stephan Pawl, President of the Southeast Michigan Bowling Centers Association.  Tom was very instrumental in bringing the inaugural World Series of Bowling to Thunderbowl Lanes last August.  Tom’s family has been in bowling for many years, owning Ramona and Denby Lanes, and now Royal and Thunderbowl Lanes.  Thunderbowl is the 2nd largest bowling center in the U.S. with 90 lanes.  Tom himself is a bowler, and does boast an 800 series.

The Hall of Fame committee sold 50/50 tickets to subsidize the Hall of Fame.  Thanks to all who donated.  There was a special collection also to assist Matt Fiorito and his family as he battles leukemia.  Prayers continue for Matt, his wife Nancy, and daughter.  

It was a wonderful evening, great speeches, great stories, great bowlers, and dedicated volunteers.  Yes, we do live in the Bowling Capital of the World.  

Congrats again to all!

Libbi Fletcher, Director

Metro Detroit USBC

