Back to School!
In Michigan, all public schools cannot begin until after Labor Day, as required by state law.  This was meant to do a few things.  One is to help the tourism in our Great Lake State by having people continue their vacation plans through the month of August.  And secondly, to allow more “family time” for parents and their children during the summer break.  This year in Michigan, we have had incredible summer weather to do just about anything you would want to do.  And when it was in the 90’s, you could do inside things like going to the movies, visiting the museums, or even BOWLING! 

Many of the centers were running all sorts of promotions to get people into their establishment, including low cost bowling, free shoes, Dollar Days, food specials, hourly all-you-can-bowl rates.

The end of July was National Bowling Week which culminated into the record breaking day for the number of games bowled in a single day across the United States. Within a 24-hour period, 923,948 games were played across the 1,252 centers that reported as of the cut-off date, setting a new benchmark of success for the industry.

August brought league officer workshops at many of the centers where the proprietors provided information to the leagues regarding the centers and Metro Detroit USBC provided all of the necessary information for certified bowling to get everyone off on the right foot.

And then school starts…

I wish league bowling was like Michigan schools…don’t start until after Labor Day!  Most league contracts are between 30 and 35 weeks long.  When you are having a beautiful Michigan summer, as we did, and you are not quite ready to head back inside, the end of August is sometimes quite sad.  Most traditional league bowlers do not bowl in the summer and what we, the association leaders are told, is that the seasons are just too long.  But if you begin after Labor Day, your leagues do not complete until May!  
Contrary to what you may hear, the proprietors need league bowling.  It is their bread and butter, their constant and consistent income.  But I was not ready to go back to school yet!  I wanted to be on summer vacation a little bit longer.  But I also know that when May comes, I will be so glad that we finished in April.  It is just like when you are in school, and it starts to get really nice outside, and you just want that school year to be over.  
In speaking with many bowlers from around the country, many have 28 week seasons, or bowl split 18 week sessions, where they don’t have to return the second 18 week session unless they choose to.  But many of them also pay a much higher lineage fee than we do here in Detroit.  So, which is better?  Is it better to pay more each week and bowl a shorter season?  Would that sustain the proprietor?
But school has begun.  I am back at it, with the more than 60,000 certified bowlers here in the Bowling Capital of the World.  It is just as hard to get the timing back as it is to get back into homework that first month of school!  But I survived the homework, and I will get the timing back and will plug along until the end of April…loving every minute of it!  Bowl well!
