Another Season Begins!
It is that time of year…time to dust of the bowling bag, lace up the shoes, and kick off another bowling season.  Here in Metro Detroit, each season brings different challenges for our association.  With our economy still struggling, we never know what choices our members will make.  Will they view bowling as a much-needed distraction to the daily grind?  Will they see it as an added expense that their families just can’t afford this year?  Will they cut back to maybe less league participation than last year?  Only time will tell.
Being somewhat optimistic, I think the fear people have felt about losing their jobs has not gone away, but isn’t as intense as it was last year this time.  General Motors and Chrysler both had filed bankruptcy and cuts were still looming.  They have both emerged and are showing much better than expected numbers.  Does that mean that all is well?  Not even I believe that, but hopefully people feel a little more secure this year than last.

Another challenge for our area is the new No Smoking Ban that went into effect May 1st of this year.  Both of the leagues I bowl in have begun our season and it hasn’t been an issue with tardy bowlers, as yet.

I would ask each of you who do smoke, to be considerate of your fellow teammates, as well as other teams in your leagues.  If you need to take a smoke break between games, time it out in the 10th frame which takes longer.  But as the weather changes, please be mindful of wet feet, and tracking moisture back into the center which could unknowingly affect other bowlers and possibly put them in danger of hurting themselves by having wet shoes.  Please be considerate to your team, league, and your proprietor.  If you know bowlers who quit bowling years ago because of the smoke in the center, invite them back!  Some people may not realize that centers are smoke free, although MDUSBC, SEMBCA, and WWCUSBC has sent a mailing to many drop-out bowlers inviting them back, and giving them this information.

Another part of beginning a new season is the announcement of the Hall of Fame Class for 2010.  And it is a great one!  I would like to congratulate Novella White, Mark Moore, Jerry Owczarski, and Paul Stuart who will all be inducted in the Detroit Bowling Hall of Fame next month.  (see Mark Martin’s column)

I have known Novella Daniels White since she bowled in the YABA leagues.  She is one of those young ladies that you just knew would be a great bowler!  Novella has won the local and state Queen’s tournaments, many All City Team honors, and many titles with TNBA.  She has also proven that she is still a promoter of the sport by creating, marketing, and running the first Thunderbowl Ladies Open tournament which was very successful in its first year, attracting bowlers from many states, as well as some of our great lady bowlers.  She is a worthy addition to the Hall of Fame for Superior Performance.

Since being elected President of Metro Detroit USBC as a merged organization, I attended many of the Masters, Sr. Masters, and tournaments that have been traditionally “male” events.  I have gotten to know many of the players.  Mark Moore is one fine player!  One comment I have heard by many of the guys is the MDUSBC Masters is one title they all have strived to attain.  Mark has done that, and many other titles, and All-City Teams.  Congratulations Mark on your election for Superior Performance!

Jerry Owczarski will be inducted in the Veteran’s category.  I wish I could be as good as Jerry is, and as a Veteran!  He has represented Michigan well in the National Senior Tournaments, and is a great bowler locally participating in our Masters, Senior Masters, and Open Championships. Jerry was the first Vice President of MDUSBC, and it was a pleasure working with him, as always.  I hope we get that chance again real soon!  Congratulations, Jerry, you are so deserving.
Paul Stuart has been one of the best supporters of women’s bowling in Detroit for many years.  I have the pleasure of bowling the Luxury Ladies Invitational Classic and he has always supported our league, our prize fund, our 7th frame cocktails, and giving any woman who shoots a 300 game a check for $100 and buying the house a drink!  He is very passionate about our sport and has created a wonderful center in which to bowl.  Paul, you are so deserving of this award for Meritorious Service! 

MDUSBC tournaments are headed your way, with the first one being our Adult/Youth tournament on October 3rd and 10th at Classic Lanes.  Enter early, as this tournament does sell out!!!  Introduce a child to tournament bowling.  You may just create a future Hall of Famer!

Happy Bowling!

Libbi Fletcher, Director

Metro Detroit USBC

