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JACKPOTS

There was a time in this great sport of ours when competition derived from league bowling was enough to satisfy the competitive juices in all of us. Times have changed, however not necessarily for the better.

In many leagues today the cost to enter all of the optional jackpots has become greater than the actual cost to compete in the league (weekly fees). As a result the “total” cost to compete in the league has become more than many bowlers can afford resulting in both loss of bowlers and members.

Under USBC Rule 103b(1) the league board of directors has control of activities within the league which would include jackpots.

The league board of directors should review each of the jackpots that are run in the league to determine if those jackpots are in the best interests of the league. Also the league board of directors should insure that the jackpots are being operated properly. If there is a cut being taken from the jackpots by the collectors this should be made clear to those bowlers who pay their money. If there is any question regarding the operation of the jackpots the board of directors should get the answer and see to it that everything is being run properly.

The league board of directors has a huge responsibility to make sure the league remains strong and maintaining the league in the spirit that it was intended by the membership. This is a key ingredient to that responsibility.

LEAGUE CERTIFICATIONS COMING IN

Has your league certified on time this year? Each year a number of leagues don't attend to this requirement and lose precious benefits as a result. This is the time of year that all leagues should be sure that your certification application, membership application cards and money has been turned in to the Metro Detroit USBC Association. One of the key points for leagues to be eligible for full bonding and award protection is to file your certification application within 30 days of the league start date. If you have a question about whether your league application has been filed please call the Association office at (888) 753-6350. 

CHANGES FOR THE FALL

There are three new rule changes that may affect league operations in the 2010-2011 season. 

USBC Rule 102(c)(3) requires that bank statements be sent to the league president. In the past a copy of the bank statement should have been given to the president, now it requires that it be sent to the league president. With online banking it should be quite easy to set up the bank account for online access for all signers on the bank account. This would be the best way to be in compliance.

USBC Rule 102(f)(7) requires that financial records must be maintained for at least one year from the completion of the season. This would include all bank statements, financial reports, envelopes, etc.

USBC Rule 111(c) now states that requests for postponements must be made prior to the schedule time of bowling. We’ve had several questions about this and leagues need to remember that all postponements requests do not have to be granted. In fact only those requests where a team cannot field a legal line-up should even be considered.

START OF A NEW SEASON

This is the start of a new and exciting season. With every new season come a variety of challenges including new teams to replace those that have moved on or leagues that have less teams than anticipated.

It is very important that new teams are welcomed by the existing teams. The strongest leagues are those that have a competitive spirit along with sportsmanship. So if you’re one of the returning teams why not go up to the new kids on the block and simply say “Hi we’re glad you’re here and if there’s anything we can do to help please let us know.”

For those leagues that maybe have lost a few teams, there’s still hope. Just because the season has started doesn’t mean you can’t add on. Encourage everyone in the league to talk it up among their circle of friends and co-workers. You’d be surprised how the situation can improve with a little work from everyone. Don’t forget to talk with your proprietor about calls they may have had. Most of all don’t be afraid of asking for help. A strong league is a benefit to all.

Generally speaking each league has a signed contract with the bowling center they bowl at. This contract is a legal and binding agreement that spells out the terms of the agreement. Some of the terms include price, number of teams, number of weeks, starting date, ending date and any other agreed upon items.

When something changes which affects the contract it is imperative that the league officials immediately enter into discussions with their proprietor to resolve. Failure to communicate can cause some serious problems.

Let’s have a great season!

