APRIL IN THE ‘D’

As I am sure you have noticed the commercials, it is April in the “D”.  The Tigers have begun their season, the Red Wings are in the playoffs, the Pistons…well, they are done.  

For bowlers, April is a culmination of the season.  Most leagues are winding down with position rounds which will determine the league champions.  In cases where leagues have split seasons, there will be a roll-off of the two champions who won each half, or in some cases, each third.

While those roll-off matches are being contested, the rest of the leagues usually are having a “fun” night.  One of my leagues has a hi-lo doubles night where the highest average bowler is teamed up with the lowest average bowler.  Another league has a singles tournament, with optional doubles where you can pair up with as many people in your league as you wish, paying for each set of doubles.  

Pay off nights in the leagues can be the last night of bowling, or the following week or at the banquet.  

April also brings the end of tournament season for Metro Detroit USBC.  Many of our bowlers are still competing in the state tournaments, national tournaments, TNBA tournaments, the 40 Frame tournament in Toledo, etc.  But for MDUSBC, we are now preparing to honor our champions at banquets for our Youth bowlers, and our city champions in the next few months.

This past weekend, Skore Lanes hosted the NCAA Women’s National Bowling Championships!  It was great to see one of our centers focused on ESPN on a Sunday afternoon!  Other surrounding colleges and local bowlers are preparing to begin competing in the Intercollegiate Team Championships in Columbus, Georgia.

Normally, we would also begin preparations to attend the USBC Convention and Annual meeting at the end of this month.  But this year, that event will be combined with BPAA’s Bowl Expo at the end of June in Grapevine, Texas.  It will be an awesome week for the bowling industry, including the Women’s U.S. Open finals being conducted on the 50 yard line of the Dallas Cowboy’s Stadium.  I cannot wait!

I remember when bowling and bowling association business was seasonal.  Not so much anymore.  The associations, the bowlers, the centers are pushing into the summer.

Many bowlers are already investigating summer leagues to hone their skills, try new equipment, or just continue with the sport they love.

Thanks to all of the league officers who work tirelessly to make their leagues successful, including the bowling centers who perform the secretary/treasurer duties for many of our leagues.  Your work does not go unnoticed.

Good luck in your championship matches, find a summer league you can enjoy and enhance your bowling skills, and good luck to the Detroit Red Wings and Detroit Tigers…because it is April in the “D”.

Let me know what you would like me to write about in upcoming issues.

Libbi Fletcher

Metro Detroit USBC Director

