Collegiate Bowling – April Madness?

Spring brings the playoffs in many major sports, including March Madness for NCAA Basketball for both men and women.  Our sport is not to be outdone.  March saw High School bowling championships conducted across the country. In Collegiate competition, sectionals were held around the country to determine which teams would earn berths in the USBC Intercollegiate Team Championships in Columbus, Georgia, as well as the Intercollegiate Singles Championship in Euless, Texas.

In this year’s competition, we do have local talent that is competing.  Saginaw Valley State University’s men’s team will be competing in the USBC ITC and a senior on that team is Jeremy Dixson, who grew up bowling in the Metro Detroit youth leagues.  As you may recall, I turned over this column to Jeremy last year to write about college bowling.  Jeremy also will compete in the Intercollegiate Singles Tournament May 23rd and 24th in Euless, Texas.  He earned this spot while competing in the sectional tournament in Allentown, which he finished 4th.  Also competing in the ITC team tournament is Davenport University from Grand Rapids.  Our local talent on that team includes Erik Stanley who bowled in our youth leagues and can be seen around Sunnybrook on weekends at home.  As I write this article, Erik and his team are competing in the NAIA Invitational at Woodland Bowl in Indianapolis, Indiana, along with the women’s team from Davenport.

The final collegiate event to be mentioned is one that I dearly love to watch.  The National Collegiate Women’s Bowling Championship is coming to town!  Returning to the Metro Detroit area, the field was just announced, and there should be some incredible bowling.  Sponsored by Detroit Mercy and the Detroit Metro Sports Commission, competition will be April 14-16 at Skore Lanes in Taylor, Michigan.  This year’s field includes Arkansas State, Central Missouri, Fairleigh Dickinson, Kutztown, Maryland-Eastern Shore, Nebraska, Sam Houston State and Vanderbilt.  Fairleigh Dickinson is the defending champion, while Nebraska was the 2009 winners. 

I have had the joy of experiencing collegiate bowling and the NCAA tournament in the past as a member of the USBC Collegiate Committee and watching the tournament when it was here two years ago.  If you have never seen collegiate bowling, you need to make time to watch these fine lady bowlers.  It is electric! Teams will be doing their cheers and the camaraderie is unparalleled as each bowler watches every shot of their teammates.  The Baker matches in a double-elimination tournament bring so much excitement to the game, and many league bowlers may have never experienced Baker formats.

So do yourself a favor…go out and support collegiate bowling!  It is right out your back door this month.  Let me know how you liked it!  

Good luck to our great young bowlers from Michigan that will be competing in the USBC ITC tournaments!  We are so proud of all of you.  

Libbi Fletcher, Director

Metro Detroit USBC

