Here we go again!

As you read this column, many bowling leagues are beginning for the fall/winter season.  Where does the summer go?

I cannot complain, as I actually had a nice summer and squeezed in a “non-bowling” vacation to Germany and Austria.  It was a nice trip.  Thanks to Ann Block for covering the column while I was away.

As we prepare for this season, many leagues are looking for bowlers and teams to fill their leagues.  There are many formats available for adults such as, all women, men, mixed, trios, doubles, singles, Sport, Classic, fun leagues that end up in Las Vegas or on a cruise at the end of the season, every week, every other week and monthly leagues.  

We all need to urge people to return to bowling who may have had to leave the sport for various reasons in the past.  Their circumstances may have changed and they just need to be asked to come back.  Just think, if everyone got one bowler to join a league who wasn’t a league bowler last year, USBC membership would DOUBLE!  

Also, parents, there will be youth leagues forming next month at most bowling centers.  There are different formats for these leagues as well, from bumper bowling for the little ones, up to the Majors.  USBC is offering new jerseys this year for youth members, and the new USA Bowling leagues will be kicking off this fall, which will provide a different format, similar to what tee ball is to baseball.  The youth bowler will be given instructions and learn the sport each week.  Check with your center to see if this will be made available for your children.  This is the future of our sport!

I would like to take this time to congratulate the Detroit Hall of Fame class of 2011, and it is a fine one!

Nicole Idziak-Owsley for Superior Performance has bowled in my leagues and on my tournament squads, and been a personal mentor and coach and friend.  She is so deserving of this honor.  She was inducted into the Michigan State WBA Hall of Fame last year, but I know how special this one is for her.  Welcome home, Nicole!

Kerry Kreft will be inducted for Superior Performance, who has proven that guys can get emotional when they achieve that milestone, such as winning the MDUSBC Masters.  Congratulations, Kerry and thanks for all you do for bowlers in the pro shop, as well.

Joe Krajenke for Superior Performance, who you always see his name up there in all of our tournaments, either as an individual or on some dynamic teams.  Congratulations, Joe.

Congratulations to Roy Biggs in the Veteran’s Category, who I have had the pleasure to work with on the Board of Directors, Joint Marketing committee, as well as with our lane representatives.  Thanks for all you do on every level, you are an excellent example for the “seasoned” bowler and very deserving of this honor.

Dee Skorski has been a personal mentor of mine from the very beginning of my association career.  She was responsible for creating Eddie Coy’s Ladies Classic league, which became Sunnybrook Ladies Classic and is now S&B Ladies Classic at Bowl One.  I am so proud to have followed in her footsteps, being the President of the leagues after her, and taking over her squads to the city and state tournaments.  Dee, you are so deserving of this honor for all you have done for the sport here in the Detroit area.

Congrats to Mark Martin for receiving the Thomas McKay award.  We all know how much Mark does for us here in Detroit, on the Michigan State BA Board, and USBC Board.

Paul Gross, WDIV meteorologist will receive the Judge Watts award as an avid supporter of the sport.  Paul has been an invaluable emcee of our Hall of Fame and awards dinners, and a great cheerleader for our sport.  Congratulations, Paul.

Greg Gumtow will receive the prestigious George Prybla award for contributions to the sport of bowling by a center owner or manager.  Greg is so deserving of this award for all he does for the sport and for Southeast Michigan Bowling Centers Association.

The dinner will take place November 13th at DeCarlo’s.  It is always such a wonderful evening, filled with legends of the past, present and future….because Detroit IS the bowling capital of the world.

Go ask someone to bowl!

