GET IN THE PINK!
February is Bowl for the Cure Month!  

Bowl for the Cure is a year-round fund-raising and breast cancer awareness initiative sponsored by USBC and the Bowling Foundation in partnership with Susan G. Komen for the Cure.

Since its inception in 2000, people from across the country have hit the lanes to raise close to $8 million during bowling events, conducting auctions, ball raffles, during league play and more.

This past spring at the USBC Annual Meet for the Cure, the USBC presented a check to Susan G. Komen for the Cure for $1,161,707.86, which was the largest check ever awarded by USBC.  The previous year, 2009, the check was nearly a million dollars less, at $701,675.14.  Economically, we were all having some pretty tough times then.  Bowl for the Cure has raised nearly $9 million dollars in the 10 years of existence, which is a testament to all of the bowlers and their friends and families and supporters who have been touched by this dreaded disease in one way or another. 

The stories are touching, heart-breaking, and inspirational.  I have lost one of my bowlers in my league, Theresa Faase, who left a 9 year old daughter at the time.  The doctors said they “got it all”; she died less than a year later, when the breast cancer went to her lungs.  Pam Jones, a good friend of mine, and now teammate, decided to donate her 300 ring to her friend Kathy in their league at Country Lanes, as Kathy was battling breast cancer.  Kathy is doing great!  And Pam usually competes in at least (2) 3Day walks for the Cure each year, raising money for Susan G. Komen for the Cure.  Recently, another bowler on our league was diagnosed and has had surgery and so far, is doing great…Renee Hebert, our thoughts and prayers are with you.
A very dear friend of mine, Kelly Scalici, has a sister who was diagnosed, so was tested for the BRCA gene, along with her sister to see if she was likely to get breast cancer.  With a positive test result, she took the drastic, but necessary steps to make sure she would NOT get breast cancer.  This would be the same case as my hairdresser, Kim Baltes, who also had the gene and has had a few surgeries to assure her of no diagnosis of breast cancer.  

Look around you.  Talk to your friends, family, and people at work.  So many people have been touched in so many ways by breast cancer.  Then step up to the challenge of helping to eradicate this disease that steals life from so many.

Locally, Metro Detroit USBC has supported Bowl for the Cure each year with events at different bowling centers, including Indian Lanes, Mayflower Lanes, and Fairlanes in Madison Heights.  Many leagues will donate their league portion of their 50/50 raffle on a specific night, or every night during the month of February.

This year, Mayflower conducted two events, one in the afternoon for families to attend, and one in the evening that was for adults only on Saturday, February 5th and will continue raising money the entire month.  As I helped out last year at Mayflower, I learned that Vicki Ingham has breast cancer in hear family and so the passion was immediate to help in any way possible.

 Fairlanes will conduct their event on Saturday, February 26th at noon. Manager Aileen Hnidy, a survivor herself, goes all out each and every year for this event and is Chairperson of the Bowl for the Cure Committee for MDSUBC.  Entries will be on our website at www.mdusbc.com.  Enter early as this event has nearly sold out each and every year.  

If you or your company would like to donate gifts for the auction, restaurant gift cards or other door prizes, please drop them off at Fairlanes in Madison Heights or our office on Southfield Road in Lathrup Village.

Talk to your leagues, donate a night of 50/50, have everyone donate a penny a pin for what they bowl that night, pass a jug around and ask everyone to donate SOMETHING.  

Together, we can eliminate breast cancer, because EVERYONE DESERVES A LIFETIME.
Libbi Fletcher, Director

Metro Detroit USBC

