I bowl in two very fine women’s leagues here in Metro Detroit.  I am always amazed by the talent that surrounds me.  Great games are bowled pretty much weekly in each of those leagues, but a few things have made them more special recently.
A few weeks ago, Kelly Monaco, who bowls in the S&B Ladies Classic at Bowl One on Thursdays, shot her very first 300 game!  Kelly is a good bowler, left-handed, and took some time off bowling a few years back, but returned to our league.  It is so good to have her there again and she is also a friend to me and to bowling.  She bowls city and state tournaments in my squad, and we have had some fun along the way.  But when you walk up to hug a bowler after their perfect game, and their entire body is shaking…you know it was a special moment for them.  Then it makes it special for everyone, because you instantly know how much that bowler wanted that very moment.  Kelly just shot 734 last night in league, and stated it has been a long time since she has bowled that well.  I am just glad it wasn’t against my team, we have our own problems!  Congrats Kelly!

Also, on the same league is who I will dub the “Comeback Kid”.  Missy Klug, who is a great bowler, has major issues with her tendon in her right arm.  Yes, she is right-handed.  After doing research for the best sports medicine surgeon she could find, she had surgery in the fall, planning to return to get ready for the USBC Queen’s, U.S. Women’s Open, State Queen’s, and all of the tournaments she usually supports.

Missy came back a few weeks ago, and although she is having another MRI to determine if another surgery is eminent, you sure can’t tell it on the lanes!  She shot 267 the first night back, and has shot great games and series every since week.  Last week, she and teammate Kathy Barraco ganged up on my team with games of 264 and 257 by Kathy and Missy added the 277 in the middle game.   I know Missy is in pain, but you would never know by the way she is bowling right now.  Good luck, Missy, I hope the worst is behind you.

Last week, dear friends of mine, Martha Hook and Deb Holbeck came to the lanes to watch us bowl.  Deb used to bowl in the Bowlerettes years ago, and was a fine bowler.  I used to love to watch her bowl in league.  She has been a letter carrier for many years and has some carpal tunnel going on, so hasn’t picked up a ball in a while.  But I can tell you, she has the bug, just being in the center!  As she looked at our bowling sheet, she could not believe the averages.  Back in the day, her 190+ average was near the top of the league, I am sure.

She was stating maybe the game is too easy with all of the new equipment, etc.  One thing I mentioned to her is this; the bowlers are smarter with the technology of the game.  And I am a perfect example.  I can go buy a $200 bowling ball, but if I cannot read the lanes, don’t know what that ball is supposed to do, or how to make it do it, I will still be a 180 average bowler, which I am!  But I am learning all of the time.  So, should Debbie decide to come back to the game, and she wants to, she will find things a bit different I think.  She would love to coach kids again, but she will find a new breed of youth bowlers, who are smart, don’t carry just one ball, has a spare ball in their bag, and have a strong will to learn more about the game.   I would welcome her back with open arms!
When is the last time you had an old bowling friend come and watch you bowl?  Maybe you should give them a call.  Maybe they will get the bug and come back to bowling.  It can’t hurt to ask.

Happy Bowling!

Libbi Fletcher, Director
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