A Week in Grapevine, Texas

As stated in my previous column, I am reporting back from Bowl Expo and the USBC Convention and Annual Meeting.

As I had stated previously, it was to be a ground-breaking event, combining both events into the same week at the same location.  And in many ways, it was.

I arrived very late Sunday night, thanks to airline delays.  But the Gaylord Texan did not disappoint.  What a beautiful property!  I was somewhat pleased that it was only 1/3 the size of the Gaylord in Nashville, where I got lost more than once.

I began the week by attending some of the workshops offered by BPAA as part of the Bowl Expo education series.

The first session addressed the success of In-School Bowling in the Memphis area.  In-School Bowling provides the carpet lane, pins and balls to school system Physical Education teachers, along with instructions as to how to develop their programs.

Mr. George Porter, a USBC Youth Coach helped to get this program into 140 elementary and middle schools.   Some of the children who have gone through the in-school program have made their way into the USBC youth programs where George coaches.  He and the proprietor, Carl Barsotti, pitched the program during In-Service days for the school system.

One of the most innovative sessions addressed all of the different social media that can be used by proprietors to market their center, programs, and reach out to their customers.  The instructors demonstrated use of Facebook to set up a Fan Page for the bowling centers, discussed using text messages to reach out to customers, the use of Twitter, Groupon and Four Square.  As our customers get younger, technology is certainly the way to communicate.

The USBC Diversity workshop, conducted by Diversity and Education Officer Eric Kearney was very well attended.  His description of diversity, the difference in thoughts, experience and approach, is so dead on and thought-provoking.

Some of the statistics he presented were rather eye-opening:

USBC is 86% Caucasian, and Latinos make up less than .05%.

According to the latest census, Latinos and Asians will increase by 43% by the next census.  Bowling definitely needs to reach out to these groups, as well as create programs welcoming all into our sport.  Eric also discussed TNBA, the American Wheelchair Bowlers Association, and a possible partnership with Special Olympics.

USBC delegates and friends and family were invited to tour the International Bowling Campus, as well as a barbeque that ended up feeding 2500 people!  And it was WARM outside!  Thursday night, of course, was a major highlight with the U.S. Women’s Open Finals being held on the 50 yard-line of Dallas Cowboys Stadium!  It was awesome and a great show!  Congrats to Leanne Barrette Hulsenberg!!!  Great bowling by all of the ladies.  The End Zone party afterwards was fun, as well.  Who knew your feet would get black on Astro-turf?  Yuck!

Thursday afternoon, most of the Metro Detroit contingent attended a special session with our new USBC Regional Director, George Lambert.  It was a great time to chat with other volunteers from the Midwest, and to get to know George.  He will be visiting our area the first week of August, so if he stops into your centers, welcome him to the “D”.   He will also be attending the Michigan State USC WBA workshop in Clare, Michigan on August 6th.

The USBC Annual Meeting was conducted on Friday, and was completed in one day for the first time!  There was very little legislative issues to be decided, but using electronic voting for this session, as well as the election really cuts down on the time required to conduct business.  President Darlene Baker ran a very good convention, along with Executive Director Stu Upson.

Friday night was the Hall of Fame induction ceremonies.  Special congratulations, again, to Roseann Kuhn who was definitely one of my mentors when I served on the WIBC Board of Directors.  She is so deserving of this honor, as were all of the honorees in the class of 2011.  

Saturday, the USBC Board of Directors had our board meeting and during that meeting Jim Sturm of Charleston, West Virginia was elected President of USBC.  Darlene Baker, having been elected as a Director during the annual meeting will continue to serve on the board. 

It was a very exhausting, but fulfilling week.  Since the delegate count has dropped again, not sure the answer is to conduct USBC annual meeting along with Bowl Expo again, as that didn’t seem to spur a better attendance either.  I am not sure what the answer is; although the delegates in attendance did support having the convention and annual meeting in Reno in 2013 and 2014 when both the Open and Women’s Championships are there.  Stu Upson has taken it under advisement.

Next year the annual meeting will be held in Arlington at the Arlington Convention Center, with the Sheraton being the host hotel.  Hopefully more will attend and also take time to visit the campus and the International Bowling Museum and Hall of Fame.  The meeting will return to the end of April also.  If you are interested in being a delegate representing Metro Detroit USBC, please attend OUR annual meeting in January and express an interest to President Michael Derousie.

Enjoy the rest of your summer, as the season is just around the corner!

Libbi Fletcher, Director

Metro Detroit USBC

