Busy Week Ahead!

As I write this article, I am preparing to leave for Bowl Expo, which is the trade show conducted by the Bowling Proprietors Association of America, and the USBC Convention and Annual meeting being held in Grapevine, Texas at the Gaylord Texan Resort.

This will be the first time that both events have been held together.  For me personally, it means I will get to attend some of the Bowl Expo workshops and attend all of the USBC festivities in one trip.  Also, included in the week’s activities are a couple of special events.  The U.S. Women’s Open will be conducted in Euless, near Arlington, with the finals being held at Cowboys Stadium on the 50-yard line!  The taped finals will be shown on ESPN2 on Saturday, July 2nd.  It will definitely be something special.  Additionally, I am looking forward to a couple of reunions, of sort.  The former WIBC/ABC/YABA directors are taking advantage of this week to have some meet and greet opportunities.  It will be so great to see some of the people who mentored many of us throughout our bowling association careers.  

I will be attending workshops from both BPAA and USBC organizations.  I have selected to attend ones that are focused on the future, whether it is forming youth leagues, how to better market the sport of bowling, how to bring more diversity to our bowling programs and boards of directors, as well as how to create more interest in our Championship tournaments.  These workshops usually run around an hour and a half each.  BPAA workshops are Monday and Tuesday and USBC workshops will be held Wednesday and Thursday.  There also will be a Night at the Campus, where attendees will get to visit USBC/BPAA Headquarters, the International Bowling Hall of Fame and Museum, and the International Training and Research Center…along with a Texas Bar-B-Q.  Yee Ha!

The USBC Hall of Fame will also hold their induction ceremony on Friday evening.  I am so looking forward to sharing this special time with Roseann Kuhn, former Executive Director of WIBC.  She was a great mentor, a very dedicated employee for many years, and someone I consider a friend.  Get the Kleenex!


The USBC Annual meeting is held all day on Friday.  I will be addressing the delegation as the Strategic Planning Chair sharing the direction of USBC for the future.  

The USBC meeting always gives us a chance to see people we haven’t seen for a year, in some cases. I am so looking forward to networking with bowling leaders from across the country, as well as proprietors.  Fun and fellowship and learning at its best.

It will be an interesting week to see how the proprietor’s group sees the future of the industry, as well as USBC.  We must all move forward together, and this week is a testament to that fact.  

You can watch live streaming of the USBC Annual Meeting on Friday, July 1st, all day on www.bowl.com.

I will report back after the trip.  Happy Independence Day!

