A Gracious Host

On March 5th, I had the opportunity to bowl in my first Senior Team Tournament at Bronco Lanes in Warren.  The MDUSBC Board of Directors put a team together of President Michael DeRousie, Vice-President Anita Maiorana, Association Manager Mark Martin, Director Diane Maluzhinsky and me.  It was a great time and probably will not be our last time bowling in this tournament.  We crossed lanes with the proprietor, Leroy Shepherd and his team.  I had never met Leroy and he was such a nice man.  So nice, in fact, that I decided to go back on another day and sit down and have a chat with him to hear his story, and I would like to share it with you now.

Leroy was born in Cary, Mississippi.  He is married to Mildred Sias Shepherd, also from Mississippi, and they have 3 sons and a daughter.  He moved to Detroit when he was 18 years old and finished his last year of high school at Cass Tech, he then attended Wayne State, served our country in the Army in Korea, and then attended the Allied Institute of Illinois. 

He applied for a tool and die maker position with all of the automakers, passed the tests, but could never get hired because he was not a journeyman.  He eventually worked for 

Michigan Consolidated Gas Company as a Supervisor of Account Services, along with brief stints at Stroh’s Brewery and New Detroit.  

Leroy shared with me that he was offered to play baseball for the St. Louis Browns as a second baseman or 1st baseman.  He turned it down.  He wanted the big leagues, but that never came to fruition.  

From 1977-1980 Leroy owned Grand Central Lanes at Ferry Park and Central in Detroit, a 22 lane center, until it burned in 1980.  He then purchased what would be Central City, a 60-lane center which he owned from 1980-1993.  For the next 14 years, he would dream about getting back into the bowling business.  So in 2007, he purchased Bronco Lanes, but only with the support of his family, who are so very important to him.  His wife and three of his children work at Bronco.  One son lives in the Buffalo, New York area. 

As I sat and chatted with Leroy, it was very clear how important his family is to him, as well as his customers.  He explained how difficult it has been to have a thirst for the bowling business at a time that bowling is in such a decline.  He is definitely a man who believes that you need to treat people right, and fairly.  And in doing so, people will respect you and your establishment. 

As we discussed bowling, he stated that one of the people that he admires most in the industry and is a true friend is Sandy Hansel, a bowling broker who also shares office space in the building where Metro Detroit USBC has offices.  He and Sandy go back many years, to his first purchase, and is a true friend.    I asked Leroy what are some of the changes he thinks the industry needs to make and the first thing that came to mind was that bowlers need to be rewarded for “getting better”.  We had much discussion about the awards system, lane conditions at different centers and the bowling industry in general.  

I asked him how he would like to be known…he said he would want people to say, “he’s a good guy, a regular guy, and very charitable.”

The Senior Team Tournament had 56 teams this year, in two squads.  It hasn’t been that large in many years, and I know Leroy is bidding the tournament again, and I hope to bowl it again, in his center.  In the next two to three years, Leroy plans to invest in equipment, renovations, and advertising to make his center the envy of the industry.  And with his fortitude, and the strong family supporting him, I do not doubt that for one minute.

Thank you, Leroy, for a wonderful conversation, great inspiration, and reminding me so much of my father, who also was a “good guy”.  It was pure pleasure!

Libbi Fletcher, Director

