Road Trip!

I begin this column as I prepare for the trip to Syracuse, New York for my 29th USBC Women’s Championship Tournament.  This year we are only about 7 hours away, so we are driving.  We have not driven to a national tournament, since we bowled in Milwaukee in 2002, not including of course, when Detroit hosted the tournament in 2008.

Reflecting back on my experiences always reminds me of the stories those before me have shared.  I remember former DWBA President Agnes Ekstrom used to always tell us stories of the road trips she took with Dorothy Aldred, Connie Powers, Anita Cantaline, and others when they would drive all the way across the country to cities such as Seattle or Las Vegas.  Or Joni Kuder and Geri Olko who took the train to Reno the first year it was held in the stadium in 1997.  My friends and I are whining over a 7 hour trip??? Those ladies used to have some fun!

Our road trips have included Cedar Rapids, Iowa in 1991, and Quad Cities, Iowa in 1998, and Indianapolis in 1999.

It is amazing the talks you can have on the road…about everything!  But two of the gals on my team always make their trip much more enjoyable.  Debbie Kowalczyk and Connie Greig always take extra time for a “side trip”.  They usually drive to every convention, taking extra vacation time after a busy tax season to find something a little more interesting to do either on the way to the tournament or afterwards.

When we bowled in Charlotte, North Carolina, they went mining for gems.  After bowling in Charlotte, on the way to spend some time off near Gulf Shores, Alabama, they went to the place that has all of the unclaimed luggage from the airlines.  You can purchase a bag and you get whatever is inside!  They didn’t really come out too well on that escapade.  They have gone to national parks out west on the way to Reno, ghost towns, etc.

So right now, they are researching where their “stop” will be for the Syracuse trip.  Perhaps they will go visit Cooperstown and the baseball hall of fame, or Finger Lakes, or Seneca Lake.  There are many beautiful sights to see in upstate New York.  Maybe they will swing through Hershey, Pennsylvania for some chocolate!  Whatever they decide, I am sure there will be a great story to share.

My doubles partner, Linda Prill will be bowling in her 30th tournament this year.  We both began our journey in St. Louis, where she bowled with her Aunt Dee Skorski.  I just went for the ride and ending up as a sub for a team from Barstow, California.  I was so nervous because I didn’t want to bowl badly for this team.  I bowled pretty well and they asked me to bowl doubles and singles the next day.  The following year was Las Vegas, but I just couldn’t make the trip…that is why Linda has one more tournament than I do.  We used to stand there and marvel at the above-mentioned ladies when they received their honors of 25, 30, 35, 40, years of bowling and say to each other, “do you ever think we will get there?”  Well, we are there!  God willing, I will bowl Syracuse, and then on to Reno next year to receive my 30th.  But I will definitely fly!

Another wonderful part of nationals is visiting with friends I have met because of bowling.  Liz Taylor and Betty Lou Orr live in Wells, New York, which is a small town at the foot of the Adirondack Mountains.  I have visited there and it is just beautiful!  They will drive in this weekend to visit with all of us.  Also, my friend Anna Green from Salt Lake City will be in Syracuse at the same time with her teams, so we will get to spend some face time.  Unfortunately, my friend Marcie from Alaska will have left by the time I get there, doing her “side” trip in New York City and Niagara Falls. 

An article on bowl.com this week highlighted a pair of incredible ladies from Syracuse who are so happy to have us all visit.  One thing I noticed in the article was that they were squad leaders who used to bring so many teams, they chartered a plane!  I think that is one reason that tournament participation is down.  Squad leaders are gone.  I am a squad leader for city and state, but was never able to set up a squad for nationals.  It is very difficult to do when some of the ladies in my local squad need to go around the USBC Queen’s tournament, or they wait for other tournaments to end, etc.  It is much easier to get ladies to commit to a weekend in the same state, than a road trip or a flight.

Come on ladies, if you have never bowled a national tournament, start your journey!  Reservations are being accepted right now on bowl.com for 2012 in Reno.  The women’s tournament will be in the stadium in 2012, and then will be held in the Reno Convention Center in 2013 and 2014.  Reno is always very welcoming and there is ALWAYS a story from that city!   If not, make one!

Happy Bowling!

Libbi Fletcher, Director

Metro Detroit USBC

