Thank a Veteran today!

Although Veteran’s Day isn’t officially celebrated until November, the bowling community is constantly raising funds to support our VA hospitals nationwide.

The Bowlers to Veterans Link was founded in 1942 by a group of bowlers who wanted to help boost the spirits of our active duty troops.  When World War II hostilities drew to a close, we made a promise to veterans recuperating in hospitals across the country: We won’t forget your sacrifice.  

Today, there is a national network of volunteers raising funds to continue this mission.  BVL dollars pick up where government funding leaves off.  The BVL purchases sports equipment; provides music and arts programs, sponsors holiday parties, and so much more.

Locally, the Metro Detroit USBC has supported BVL since its inception, and the Greater Detroit BA and Detroit WBA previously.  The John Dingell VA Hospital in downtown Detroit takes veterans from the Day Center to Thunderbowl to bowl periodically.  When they go, MDUSBC picks up the tab.  Each Christmas season, we host a holiday luncheon at Thunderbowl and pass out gifts, and we even sang Christmas Carols last year!  Then of course, they bowl, along with staff members from the hospital.  They enjoy it so much.

This year, we are trying to increase our contribution to BVL by selling raffle tickets during the month of October, which will coincide with the Michigan Lottery Daily 3 evening drawing.  Each ticket costs $10, and we hope to sell all 1000 numbers so that we can make our largest donation ever to our hospital.  All money we raise here, stays here!

Please see one of the Directors to purchase a ticket when asked, or contact our office. 

Another contribution Metro Detroit USBC will be making this year is purchasing 2 of the BVL Portable Carpet Bowling Lanes.  It is like a bowling center in a bag that can be set up anywhere, including the desert of Afghanistan, or the barracks of Iraq, or an aircraft carrier in the ocean!  Each of these lanes cost $499, so when asked for your support, please say yes.

To view this bowling lane, go to www.bowlforveterans.org .

If you have a loved one serving in the armed forces that would enjoy one of these lanes (and to brag about being from the bowling capital of the world), please send me their information, as we will be looking for two lucky recipients to receive them.

Vickie Ingham of Mayflower Lanes is selling the aforementioned raffle tickets, but has gone above and beyond…again!  Mayflower will be holding an event on Saturday November 12th at 11:00 a.m. for $20 per person.  The center will be honoring a Hometown Hero and also honoring a Sponsored Active Duty Family.  It will be a great day of bowling, 50/50 raffles during the event, bowling ball raffles, gift baskets, and much more.  Plan on attending this great event!

If any other proprietors are having events, or conducting fundraising, please pass those along and I would be happy to cover them in future columns.  If not, a donation would be greatly appreciated.  We have over 80 bowling centers; what if each one donated just $100…it would help our VA hospital so much!  The challenge is on, proprietors, please help!

What is your league doing to support the veterans?  Why not donate one night of your league 50/50 raffle during the month of November?  You can send your donation to our office, make checks out to MDUSBC and put BVL in the note box.  We will be recognizing any leagues that make donations on our website.  Please help out in any way that you can.

Let us not forget the freedoms we have been given by the men and women who have given so much!

Thanks to all who have served and are still serving….we salute you!

Libbi Fletcher, Chair

Metro Detroit USBC BVL Committee

