Invitational Leagues 

What does the word “Invitational” actually mean when referring to bowling leagues?  Well, I suppose first we should start with the word itself:

in·vi·ta·tion·al [ ìnvi táyshən'l ]   

1. open only to those invited: open only to people who have been invited

2. requested: asked for or requested

3. event for invited people: an event, especially a sports tournament, that is open only to people who have been invited to participate

There are many leagues through the Metro Detroit USBC that have “Invitational” as part of their league names, but are they truly invitational as defined above?

I actually bowl in the Luxury Ladies Classic Invitational on Monday nights at Luxury Lanes.  I do not recall when the league was named or its history although I would suspect it was named after the All Star Bowlerettes left Luxury and moved the league to Cloverlanes.  Perhaps the name was created with the intent to keep those ladies out who had “abandoned” the league at Luxury?  Perhaps it was to protect the new league that was forming to make sure the league board of directors had a say as to who came into the new league?  

Could leagues be using this word in their name or league rules as a means of keeping out higher average bowlers?  Why not just use an average cap in the league if this is the reason for this language?  

Could this be used to keep known trouble-makers out of the league?  Is this the best way to handle this situation?

Is this being used as a way to remove current members from a league after the season ends?

Many of these questions are answered within the USBC Rule Book; therefore, leagues should be very diligent in making sure the rules are being followed before using “invitational” as a means to create the structure of the league.

In a world that is trying very hard to be inclusive, this may be used in a way that would squelch the efforts of diversity in our leagues.  Leagues should not hide behind being an invitational league to disallow certain classes of bowlers to participate.  Should a bowler not be allowed due to race, religion, ethnic background, sexual orientation or any other classification, this could very well be grounds for ethnic intimidation, or outright discrimination?  This does not belong in our sport.

While I do believe that leagues thrive when there are similarities in bowling ability, commonalities, age groups, etc. sometimes it is also very advantageous to have many types of people sharing the same sport, even if they are at different levels in many ways. By competing with all walks of life, we learn and grow as a people. Although it doesn’t always work. This is why bowling proprietors work so diligently to create new leagues that fit a specific group of people.  Just by viewing some of the league names at our many bowling centers, you can certainly tell this is the intent; Tattoo leagues, HIP leagues for the hospitality industry, bad bowlers leagues, church leagues, even senior leagues.  

Having said this, the traditional men’s, women’s and mixed leagues are not quite as specific.  Should there not be inclusion in these leagues?  If not, share with me why your league is and should be an Invitational League?  Is there a chance that you are discouraging bowlers from joining with this mentality?

During the heyday of our sport, in the early 80’s when every center was double- or triple-shifted, the mindset was very different.  But today, at a time when there is usually only one shift per night, we are struggling to fill leagues, we are trying to maintain membership numbers by showing value in being a USBC member, and we are trying to help proprietors keep the doors open, we need to be as inclusive as possible for  these reasons and above all, because it is the right thing to do.   My league on Thursday had this as a rule the last few years for a specific reason.  It is no longer in our rules.  It no longer has a purpose.  And our league grew this year; maybe not because we dropped the rule, but because we are inclusive in nature.

I would suggest you review your league names, league rules and the USBC rule book and address this in your leagues.

Then go ask someone to join your league and to join the United States Bowling Congress.  If we all got one person to join who was not a member last year, our membership would double!

I look forward to your answers to any of the above questions.

Libbi.fletcher@mdusbc.com
Happy Bowling!

Libbi Fletcher

