What is the Answer?

The bowling season is kicking off for most adult leagues, both of the leagues in which I bowl have started already.  It is kind of a mixed message in each league. At Bowl One in Troy, my S&B Ladies Classic league has 20 teams this year, which is about the same as last year.  We lost a few teams and picked up a few teams.  According to all of the stats from USBC, we lose bowlers each year, but replace them with other bowlers.  

My other league is Luxury Ladies Invitational at Luxury Lanes in Ferndale.  This league is a remnant of the All Star Bowlerettes years ago, after they split and went to Cloverlanes, then Plaza in Plymouth.  The league is now gone and there are NO scratch leagues for women in Metro Detroit USBC, the largest bowling association in USBC…amazing, isn’t it?  Luxury is a 16-lane center, so we can only build to 16 teams of three.  It is no longer scratch, but some very high-average bowlers are in the league.  As of now, we only have 11 teams in this league, down from last year.  Anita Maiorana, the Secretary of the league has worked very hard to try to get more ladies in this league, as have I, but it has been a struggle.

So it has got me wondering, where are the women bowling?  What are they looking for in a league?  Is it all about the jackpots now?  Do they enjoy bowling in men’s leagues more than in a women’s league?  If so, why?  

At Luxury, there wouldn’t be as much jackpot money, because there aren’t that many bowlers.  But because Paul Stuart adds money to our prize list, first place is $3000!  That is pretty good for a 16-team league, so I am told.  The competition is there, as this league has averages from about 165 up to 232!  The ladies all play well together, so that isn’t it.  What is it?  How are ladies making the choices?  What is that deciding factor?  

Many of the men’s leagues appear to be holding their own.  As a lane rep for Universal Lanes in Warren, they have actually added a league this year, as have a few other centers I have spoken with.  Although I am hearing of many of the ladies joining leagues that are traditionally men’s leagues.  How do the guys feel about this?  Why do the women want to bowl in these leagues?  What do these leagues provide that are not available in women’s leagues?

I know one of the sticking points for many bowlers is the long season.  Many leagues are anywhere from 31-36 weeks still.  This is a very long commitment for many bowlers.  Last year, and the first time I can recall since I started bowling, we had two teams who actually quit at the half!  There were various reasons, but I just don’t ever recall a team quitting, maybe a bowler that we had to either fill or take a vacancy score for the rest of the season.  Obviously, this shows the commitment to the league and the proprietor is not as strong as it once was during the height of bowling in the 80’s.  There used to be waiting lists to get into some of the higher-average leagues.

So hopefully, the association, proprietors, and bowlers can all work hard this season to try to fill the leagues, start new leagues with shorter seasons, (certified of course), invite people to bowl who have never bowled, and invite people back who haven’t bowled in a while.

If every bowler got one new bowler to bowl, we would be on our way to keeping bowling going for our lifetime.  Let’s all try to support the vision of the USBC, “Create Lifelong Bowlers”.

If you have any input to the questions I have asked in this article, please email me at libbi.fletcher@mdusbc.com.  I would love to know what else can be done to make bowling in the “D” the best it can be.

